Israeli TV broadcasts Rabin killing film 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli television broadcast for the Brat time 
on Tuesday a graphic video showing the assassination of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. The video, shot by an amateur camera- 
man from a nearby rooftop, shows Jewish extremist Yigai Amir 
Bring into Mr. Rabin's back as the prime minister crossed a 
pariung'lot after attending a giant outdoor peace rally in Tel Aviv 
ou Nov. 4. The eight-minute sequence shows Amir milling about 
the parking lot unmolested as be waited for Mr. Rabin near the 
bottom of a stairway leading up to the rally ate. At one point 
then- Foreign Minister Shimon Peres comes down the stairs and 
passes within three metres of Amir, but the gun man does not 
move. Amir later told investigators he also wanted to kill Mr. 
Peres, but preferred waiting for Mr. Rabin. When Mr. Rabin came 
down the stairs and crossed the parking lot, accompanied by a 
small number of bodyguards and surrounded by a moving crowd, 
Amir can be seen walking up from behind, pulling out his handgun 
and firing. Broadcast in slow motion, the film shows Mr. Rabin 
turning towards his killer and then falling. He was grabbed by 
bodyguards and bundled into his nearby car. 
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Israel to raze 
Palestinian home 

DAHARIYA (AFP) — The 
Israeli army on Tuesday 
ordered the destruction of 
the West Bank borne of a 
Palestinian suicide bomber 
who killed three Israelis and 
an American on a Jerusalem 
bus in August, relatives said. 
The relatives of Sufi an Jabar- 
in said they were told by the 
army that their bouse in this 
village near Hebron would be 
destroyed as retribution for 
the Aug. 21 attack. The fami- 
ly was given 48 hours to 
appeal the decision. They 
said eight persons live in the 
bouse. 

Juppe, Aziz 
meet today 

PARIS (AFP) — Iraqi Vice 
Premier Tareq Aziz and 
French Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe will hold talks here 
Wednesday in which Paris in 
expected to press Baghdad to 
accept a U.N. resolution 
allowing it to export crude oil 
to buy humanitarian goods. 
The French foreign ministry 
has stressed that the meetings 
— the first in which Mr. Aziz 
will be received at the prime 
ministerial level in France — 
will also include Foreign 
Minister Herve de Chare tte 
and are being held at Iraq's 
request. In January 1995, Mr. 
Juppe, then foreign minister, 
met Mr. Aziz at the latter’s 
request. This resulted in the 
opening of a new French 
interests section in Baghdad. 

Austria prepares for 
new government 

VIENNA (AFP) — Austrian 
Chancellor Franz Vranitzky's 
government went through the 
constitutional motions of res- 
igning Tuesday, but it was 
expected to be back in power 
soon after his party's victory 
in Sunday's elections. Mr. 
Vranitzky, whose Social 
Democratic Party added 
seven seats to the 72 it 
already had in the 183-seat 
parliament, was expected to 
remain chancellor. On Tues- 
day be said he expected Pres- 
ident Thomas Kliestil to ask 
him to form a new govern- 
ment by next Monday. 

Iran grants amnesty 
to 1,160 prisoners 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei on Tuesday par- 
doned or reduced the j'ail 
sentences of 1,160 prisoners 
to mark a Muslim religious 
feast, state television re- 
ported. The Amnesty was 
granted on the occasion of 
the anniversary of the revela- 
tion of divinity to the prophet 
Mohammad, which foils on 
Wednesday. The prisoners' 
offences were not specified, 
but they were convicted by 
revolutionary, military and 
civil courts. 

India 'has no plans’ 
to stage N .-test 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indi- 
an Foreign Minister Pranab 
Mukherjee denied Tuesday 
that India bad any plans to 
conduct a nuclear test. Mr. 
Mukherjee, asked by repor- 
ters at a news conference 
here whether India was mak- 
ing preparations to hold a 
nuclear test, replied: “My 
answer is no.” He dismissed a 
report in the New York 
Times last week which stud* 
U.S. intelligence officials sus- 
pected India was planning to 
stage a nuclear blast at its 
Pokharan test site in the de- 
sert state of Rajasthan. 
“Those reports are specula- 
tive and baseless." 

Bonn deplores China’s 
'expulsion’ of journalist 

BELTING (AFP) — China 
has ordered the de-facto ex- 
pulsion of a German journal- 
ist after accusing him of 
trying to stir up German pub- 
lic opinion against Beijing 
and vilifying government 
leaders. After Bonn made an 
unsuccessful llth-hour 
appeal on bis behalf, Henrik 
Bork. of the Frankfurter 
Rundschau newspaper, said 
Tuesday he would be obliged 
to leave Beijing after the 
authorities refused to renew 
his visa, which expires Dec. 
28. 


Peres offering Golan 
withdrawal in months, 
not years, Syria says 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Israel has spoken of a possi- 
ble withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights within months 
rather than years, raising 
hopes of a rapid peace deal, 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa said here 
Tuesday. ~ 

He said that Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres, 
whose latest proposals have 
revived the Israeli-Syrian 
track of the Middle East 
peace process, had “talked 
about a withdrawal staged 
over months, dot years.” 

Under Mr. Peres' assassin- 
ated predecessor Yitzhak 
Rabin, Israeli policy was to 
offer a phased withdrawal 
from the Golan over a period 
of almost four years to test 
Syrian intentions. 

On the prospects for a 
rapid peace settlement, Mr. 
Sharaa told a press confer- 
ence that “there is a real 
chance but the question is 
whether Israel will know how 
to make the best use of it." 

Mr. Sharaa also indicated 
his country's approval of nine 


points raised by Mr. Peres as 
a basis for the resumption of 
peace talks, which are to start' 
on Dec. 27 in Washington. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher bro- 
kered the resumption of 
negotiations during a region- 
al peace shuttle last weekend. 

Mr. Peres, who is trying to 
seal an agreement with Syria 
before elections next Octo- 
ber, revealed Monday he had 
sent a 10-point negotiating 
plan to Syria via the U.S. 
envoy and proposed to 
accelerate a Golan pullout. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad agreed to nine points 
but rejected an Israeli prop- 
osal for a summit meeting, 
Mr. Sharaa explained. 

“I can see that some of 
these nine or ten points which 
were conveyed by Secretary 
Christopher give more flex- 
ibility than there was in the 
past in order to move the 
process forward," he said. 

But Mr. Sharaa told repor- 
ters after briefing Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi on the 
latest Christopher mission 


that it was still “premature" 
to convene a high-level meet- 
ing. 

“We hope that the peace 
talks between Syria and 
Israel ... will produce tangi- 
ble results, ” he said. “The 
atmosphere is much better 
than before ... and we have 
been assured of a much more 
active American role in the 
peace talks.” 

Three days of Israeli- 
Syrian talks, at ambassadors' 
level according to Mr. Shar- 
aa. are to be held next week 
in a secluded location near 
Washington, followed by a 
second round a week later. 

Mr. Christopher will then 
return to the region around 
Jan. 10 and decide whether to 
launch a fresh peace shuttle. 

“If there is a real move- 
ment on the Syrian track, 
definitely it will be followed 
by a real movement on the 
Lebanese track because these 
two tracks are very much 
interlinked, and then by a 
global peace in the region," 

(Continued from page 7 ) 



Yigai Amir (white shirt with pullover), the confessed killer of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, is: 
surrounded by polie and detectives at Tuesday's court session in Tel Aviv (AFP photo) - 

Rabin assassin Amir goes on trial; 
Tel Aviv court sets Jan.23 session 


Yemen backs diplomacy 
in conflict with Eritrea 


SANAA (Agencies) — Ye- 
men said it would accept di- 
plomatic efforts to settle a 
conflict over a Red Sea island 
captured by Eritrea, while 
imposing a news blackout on 
its military operations on 
Tuesday. 

“Yemen welcomes any 
Arab, regional or interna- 
tional initiative which might 
support its position to 
guarantee security and stabil- 
ity in the Red Sea,” Ghaleb 
Ali Jamil, the under- 
secretary for foreign affairs 
said. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghalt and the Orga- 
nisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) offered to 
mediate in the conflict over 
Hanish al Kabir island which 
Eritrea captured Monday de- 
spite a ceasefire aimed at 
aiding three days of fighting. 

Qatar’s Foreien Minister 


Hamad Ben Jassem Al Thani 
arrived in Sanaa to try to find 
a peaceful solution to the 
month-long crisis which 
erupted into fighting on Fri- 
day, said Qatari officials. 

Eritrea urged Yemen to 
await a ruling by the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice (ICJ) 
in the Hague before resorting 
to force. A Yemeni spokes- 
man said Sunday that the two 
sides had previously agreed 
to take the case to the ICJ if 
talks failed. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak also offered to 
mediate an end to the con- 
flict. 

Mr. Mubarak appealed to 
the governments of both 
countries to “avoid blood- 
shed and resort to interna- 
tional conventions to resolve 
the dispute.” 

In a statement carried by 
the state-run Middle East 


News Agency, Mr. Mubarak 
added: “We can talk to the 
two countries and help as far 
as we can to resolve this 
conflict." 

Egypt has close ties with 
both sides and is concerned 
that an armed conflict could 
affect traffic in tine 
government-run Suez Canal, 
the shipping link between the 
Mediterranean and Red seas. 

Diplomats in Sanaa said 
Russian-made MiG 29 war- 
planes took off from a base 
outside the Yemeni capital 
and headed west in the direc- 
tion of Hanish Al Kabir. 

But an official spokesman 
denied the warplanes laun- 
ched a new wave of attacks 
on the island, which com- 
mands access to the Bab al 
Mandab straits, and refused 
to say what they were doing. 

(Continued from page 7) 


Top Kuwaitis’ row underlines 
lingering scars from Gulf crisis 


KUWAIT (R) — A rare pub- 
lic spat over foreign policy 
among top Kuwaitis has 
shown that the emotional 
scars of Iraq’s 1990-91 
occupation have still not 
healed, diplomats and 
analysts said on Tuesday. 

Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah 
announced on Monday he 
had offered to resign after 30 
years in the job to protest at 
“foreign policy differences." 

Hours later, he said he had 
agreed to cany on after talks 
with the emir. Sheikh Jaber 
Al Ahmad Al Sabah. 

But the veteran diplomat 
did not say if the underlying 
dispute — his drive to resume 
ties with Arab states that 
sympathised with Iraq during 
the Gulf war, and Crown 
Prince Sheikh Saad Abdullah 
Al Sabah's deep reservations 
over it — had been resolved. 


“It was common know- 
ledge there were differences, 
but this was a dramatic and 
public way to air them.” said 
one diplomat. 

The affair showed just how 
difficult Kuwait has found it 
to disentangle the trauma of 
Iraqi occupation and the Gulf 
war from the hard-headed 
business of pursuing foreign 
policy interests, diplomats, 
academics and parliamenta- 
rians said. 

Ties between Kuwait and 
several Arab states including 
Jordan have been badly 
strained for five years over 
their sympathy for Baghdad 
during its seven-month 
occupation. Kuwait down- 
graded diplomatic relations 
and cut off generous official 
aid. 

But Sheikh Sabah now 
wants to restore frill ties with 
Jordan, Yemen and other 


states. His supporters say 
emotions have no place in the 
pursuit of Kuwait's national 
interests, particularly now 
that Jordan has tihed in the 
last few months towards 
actively sounding out the 
opposition and calling for 
political change in Baghdad. 

The United States would 
also like to see Jordan recon- 
ciled with Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia, to tighten interna- 
tional isolation around Iraq’s 
President Saddam Hussein. 

But Sheikh Saad, who is 
also prime minister, appears 
to echo popular Kuwaiti re- 
sentment and says such coun- 
tries must do much more to 
placate Kuwaiti fury before 
any reconciliation can take 
place. 

“The difference is that 
Sheikh Saad wants to follow 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
The Jewish nationalist who 
stunned the world by assassi- 
nating Yitzhak Rabin went 
on trial for murder Tuesday, 
smiling confidently, chewing 
gum and waving to his pa- 
rents. 

Judge Edmond Levy read 
out the charges against 25- 
year-old law student Yigai 
Amir in a packed 80-seat 
room in Tel Aviv district 
court. Asked whether he 
understood the accusations. 
Amir, flanked by eight 
guards in the dock, nodded, 
but did not speak. - 

Judge Levy ordered a re- 
cess until Jan. 23, the day 
Amir will be asked to enter a 
plea. 

Despite the prosecution's 
seemingly rock-solid case — 


Arafat, 

Sheikh 

Hamad 

discuss 

politics, 

finance 

DOHA (Agencies). — Qatari 
and Palestinian leaders began 
wide-ranging talks in Doha 
on Tuesday to boost coopera- 
tion in political, trade, energy 
and banking fields, officials 
said. 

“Talks have begun on a 
serious note to boost coop- 
eration in all fields now that 
we are establishing our own 
self-rule in our land,” said a 
Palestinian diplomat. 

The diplomat, dose to the 
talks between Qatar's Emir 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa 
Al Thani and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, said 
the talks were taking place 
ahead of the establishment of 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Arafat arrived in 
Qatar on Monday on his first 
official visit to the region 
since be infuriated Gulf Arab 
states by siding with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
over the 1990 invasion of 


backed by Amir's confession 
and an amateur video of the 
assassination — the trial is 
expected to be one of the 
most dramatic in Israel's his- 
tory. 

Prosecutor Pnina Guy, 
asked by reporters whether 
this was an open-and-shut 
case, said: “He was caught- 
red-handed, wasn't he?" 

Amir's attorney, Mor- 
dechai Offri, said he had not 
decided on a defence 
strategy. “We need to go 
over all the material." Mr. 


murdering Mr. Rabin but has 
yet to enter a plea to the 
charges of premeditated mur- 
der, and aggravated assault 
for wounding a bodyguard. 

Legal experts said despite 
Amir's confession, he may 
plead innocent to give him a 
forum to argue politics. Thfe 
evidene was assembled in 
eight binders next to the pro- 
secution table. 

The judge turned down a 
request by Mr. -Offri to bar 
Israeli TV's Channel Two 
from broadcasting the video 


Offri said outside the cour- - showing Mr. Rabin's shoot- 


troom. He had said earlier his 
client might not plead guilty. 

Amir has said he killed Mr. 
Rabin to wreck Israeli- 
Paiestinian peacemaking. 

During previous bearings 
Amir openly confessed to 


ing. Channel Two and the 
Yediot Abronot daily bought 
the video for $350,000, said 
the station's dirctor general, 
Nachman Shai. 

Judge Levy said that once 
the trial resumes Jan. 23. 


there will be daily sessions. 
He rejected demands by Mr. 
Offri to be given more time 
to prepare, or at least until an 
official commission of inquiry 
into the assassination has 
completed its probe. 

“You will be able to see 
the evidence." the judge told 
Mr. Offri/ 

“Then the question is sim- 
ple. Did these things happen? 
Was the prime minister in the 
square? Did this or, that per- 
son come there to and shot 
him? Or did some divine 
force control everything?" 
Judge Levy added with a 
dose of sarcasm. 

Amir walked into the court 
without handcuffs Tuesday, 
wearing a black skullcap, 

(Continued from page 7) — 


PLO-Hamas dialogue seen 
making headway in Cairo 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) and its hardline 
opponents Hamas agreed 
Tuesday to avoid the use of 
force in settling their differ- 
ences. a delegate to talks 
here said. 

Mohammad Nazzal, a 
member of the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement (Hamas), 
said the agreement was 
reached on the second day of 
reconciliation talks between 
the two sides in the Egyptian 
capital. 

They pledged to “prohibit 
any inter-Palestinian armed 
conflict and to use all tbeir 
power to prevent the dam- 
ages of a civil war among the 
Palestinian people," Mr. 
Nazzal said. 

“We are determined to 
solve all our disagreement by 
peaceful means, far from any 
violence." he said. 

“This is very positive and a 
very important gain because 
it means Palestine will never 
be transformed into a new 
Afghanistan or Somalia.” 

Tension between the PNA 
and Hamas, which is fiercely 
opposed to the Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
autonomy accords with 
Israel, erupted into violence 


in November 1994 when 
Palestinian police opened fire- 
on a Hamas demonstration in 
Gaza. Thirteen people were 
killed. 

The PNA, under pressure 
from Israel to rein in oppo- 
nents of the peace process, 
has arrested dozens of Hamas 
members. 

He has released at least 14 
since November in a gesture 
of conciliation to the group 
but demands that Hamas re- 
nounce its anti-Israeli 
attacks. 

. It was not clear if Hamas 
would take part in Palestinian 
elections due next month, 
something which would rep- 
resent a landmark in the 
group's ties with the Palesti- 
nian self-rule authorities — 
and indirectly with Israel. 

“We are bolding talks in a 
-positive atmosphere and the 
signs so for seem promising," 
said Salim Zanoun, bead of 
the Palestinian National 
Council and a member of 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat's Fateh movement, told 

reporters. 

He said the authority's de- 
legation was waiting for 
Hamas to say if they would 
take part in the elections to a 
council which will act as the 
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Russian Communists increase lead in polls 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
The Communist Party and its 
hard-left allies were set to 
control more than a third of 
Russian parliamentary seats 
Tuesday as President Boris 
Yeltsin and his prime minis- 
ter met to discuss future 
strategy. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin said after his 
meeting at the sanatorium 
where Mr. Yeltsin is being 
treated for heart trouble that 
there would be no policy 
U-turns despite the Com- 
munist victory, but a cabinet 
sbakeup was not excluded. 

“It's said everything has to 
be changed, overthrown, re- 
placed. That will not hap- 
pen,” Mr. Chernomyrdin was 


quoted as saying by Interfax 
news agency. 

The situation looked in- 
creasingly dire for Mr. Yelt- 
sin and Mr. Chernomyrdin, 
whose Our Home is Russia 
party was hammered by the 
Communists in Sunday's 
election to the State Duma, 
the lower house of parlia- 
ment. 

The Communists' lead 
grew by the hour as new 
results came in from Russia, 
which spans 11 timezones. 

With 65.9 per cent of bal- 
lots counted, the Commun- 
ists polled 22.3 per cent of the 
party list votes, which fill 225 
of the 450 seats in the lower 
house of parliament through 
proportional r epres e ntation. 


Next were the extreme 
nationalist Liberal Democra- 
tic Party (LDPR) with 10.9 
per cent. Our Home is Russia 
with 9.6 per cent and the 
•liberal Yabloko bloc with 7.6 
per cent, electoral commis- 
sion official Andrei Davydov 
said. 

It will not be known until 
final results are in how many 
seats these percentages will 
translate into, but indications 
are that the Communists will 
be awarded around 100 seats. 

In the majority-vote consti- 
tuency contests to fill the 
other half of the Duma, the 
Communist Party lead was 
equally .convincing. 

Preliminary results showed 
the communists had won 49 


constituency seats and their 
leftist Agrarian party allies 
had 19 seats. Echo Moscow 
radio reported, citing the 
electoral commission. 

Their rivals were for be- 
hind: Our Home is Russia 
had 12 constituency seats, 
Yabloko 10. the liberal Rus- 
sia's Democratic Choice eight 
and the nationalist Congress 
of Russian Communities five. 

The final results were 
therefore likely to leave the 
Communists with at least a 
third of the total seats, not to 
mention the added seats from 
the Agrarians or any other 
leftist groups such as the 
Congress of Russian Com- 

(Con tinned from page 7) 


parliament of Palestinian 
self-rule. 

Members of Hamas, which ; 
appears split over the issue; 
have given conflicting signs iri ' 
recent weeks. 

The talks in Cairo are the ; 
first high-level formal dia : • 
logue between Hamas and 
the PLO which runs the au; . 
thority since Mr. Arafat - 
made peace with Israel in 
1993. Mr. Arafat himselfr- 
now touring Arab Gulf ■ 
states, may join them before., 
returning to Gaza. 

Mahmoud Al Zahar of the- 
Hamas delegation also struck : 
an upbeat note: “The rounds 
of negotiations have been 
successful so far and we will 
reach agreement on many 
points. The spirit of the talks 
bodes well.” 

PNA officials said they had 
already agreed with Hamas, 
on some points for future- 
relations. - 

The PLO is trying to per* 
suade Hamas to suspend! 
guerrilla attacks against; 
Israel and participate in the 
elections. 

Hamas officials say they 
consider the fight against 
Israel, whose legitimacy they / 
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Advertisement 

On the occasion of its Thirty Second anniversary, Royal 
Jordanian Airline, has the pleasure to announce the 
introduction of a new service to facilitate the 
check : in process for passengers travelling 
to Amsterdam, New York, Chicago, London and Berlin 
will have the choice of obtaining their Boarding Pass 
as well as paying airport departure tax within 24 hours 
of scheduled departure time at our sales offices 
located in Al Abdali, Jabal Amman and Housing Bank, 
Commercial Centre - 1st floor. 

RDYAIJORDANIAN 


Setting New Standards 





Home & Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1995 



: TEL AVIV TRIAL: A view of the Tel Aviv district court where Yiga! Amir (seated to right, surrounded by police 
i and detectives), the confessed killer of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, went on trial on Monday. After a 
I request by his two lawyers, the three-judge panel gave the defence more time and postponed the trial until 
L Jan. 23 (see page one) (AFP photo) 
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Jewish settlers on Golan Heights 
ponder future in peace with Syria 


KATZRIN (AFP) — Uri 
Meir, a Jewish settler on 
the Golan Heights, says he 
would live under Syrian 
rule to preserve his way of 
•ife and help create a “real" 
Middle East peace. 

“I want very much that 
there be a real peace here," 
said Mr. Meir. general 
manager of the Golan De- 
velopment Company. “I 
think the two countries can 
iive together here with the 
very best life. But I don't 
believe Syria wants to." 

The future of the 13.000 
Jewish settlers living on the 
Golan, which rises like a 
wall a thousand metres 
above the Sea of Galilee, 
has been thrown, into ques- 
tion again after Israel' and 
Syria derided on Saturday - 
to reopen peace talks. 

Syria is demanding that 
the Golan, which Israel 
seized in the 1967 Middle 
East war and “annexed" in 
1981 . be completely re- 
turned in exchange for 
peace. 

The fact that Mr. Meir 
would consider Jiving under 
Syrian rule is in sharp con- 
trast to the diehard attitude 
of Jewish settlers on the 
West Bank, who have led a 
violent campaign to stop 
the Israeli government from 


turning over land to the 
Palestinians for peace. 

Settlers on the Golan, 
above all else, cherish the. 
life they have made on the 
plateau's rolling brown and 
green hills, which spike into 
snowcapped mountains. 
They say it takes a special 
kind of person to live here. 

“You have to love the 
region." said Avi Zeira. an 
electrical engineer and 
member of the Golan Resi- 
dents Committee, which 
has intensified its campaign 
to preserve Jewish settle- 
ments on the plateau. 

"It’s an open land, the 
streams, canyons, it's full of 
life," Mr. Zeira said. 

The Golan settlers are far 
more liberal than the Jew- 
' ish nationalists and right- 


wing groups living in West 
Bank settlements. 

Many . Israelis on the 
Golan voted for the ruling 
Labour Party, which has 
pushed hardest for peace, 
and the plateau is home to 
10 kibbutzim, most of 
which support the govern- 
ment's policy of land for 
peace. 

The 1,200 square- 
kilometre area is a haven of 
tranquility compared to the 
violence-plagued West 
Bank. 


CONDOLENCES 

The School Managing 
Committee, Staff, Parents 
and Children of the 
International Community 
School would like to extend 
their sincerest condolences 
to 

Mr. Alistair Eadie, 
Vice Chairman of the 
Committee, upon the sad loss 
of his mother who died in the 
United Kingdom on the 16th 
December. 


Golan settlers have 
established a cordial work- 
ing relationship with 15.000 
indigenous Druze living on 
the plateau who also share a 
love of the land. 

Even the buffer zone that 
separates Israel and Syria, 
which is patrolled by 1.100 
United Nations peacekeep- 
ers. has not had a serious 
incident in 20 years. 

“It's a very peaceful 
coexistence," said Captain 
Yanvek Gimzick. based 
with about 150 Polish 
peacekeepers along the 
100-kilometre buffer zone. 
He admits boredom is the 
biggest challenge for his 
troops. 

The Jewish settlers who 
have been drawn to the 
Golan since 1967 have 
established a sizeable eco- 
nomy, generating about 
$225 million a year in re- 
venue from agriculture, 
small industries, tourism 
and service industries. 

An industrial park out- 
side the city of Katzrin is 
expanding with the con- 
struction of about five fac- 
tories, including plastics, 
water piping, small engines 
and motor parts. Meir said. 

Seventy per cent of 
Israel's bottled mineral wa- 
ter also comes from the 
Golan's underground 
streams, and the Tegion is 
considered the country's 
best grane-growing • and 
wine-making region. 


“The land is very spe- 
cial." said Alon Levin, 
marketing director for 
Golan Heights Winery, a 
cooperative formed in *1983 
that now sells 230.000 cases 
of wine annually and ex- 
pects to increase that by 20 
per cent next year. 

The white and red wines 
bottled under the labels 
Yarden and Golan are sold 
around the world. Mr. 
Levin said, adding the 
wines were also served at 
the Nobel Peace Prize cere- 
mony this year and are a 
favourite of Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres. 

Despite the possibility of 
the Golan , reverting t.o 
Syria_Mr. Levin- said the 
winery* was continuing with 
“Business’ as ‘usual.** 

In the worst-case scenar- 
io that Mr. Levin could 
envisage the winery could 
lease the land or buy the 
grapes from Syria and move 
the production facility 
down to the Galilee, 

“That is what peace is 
supposed to bring isn’t it? 
Open economic relations 
and better business," Mr. 
Levin said. 

Mr. Peres, who is con- 
sidering a stepped up with- 
drawal from the Golan to 
improve the prospects of 
peace with Damascus, said 
Monday that Syria had 
agreed to discuss joint eco- 
nomic development on the 
Golan. 


CONDOLENCES 

The Chairman, the Board ot Directors, 
the General Manager and the Staff of 
Arabian Seas Insurance Co. would like 
to extend their sincerest condolences 
to 

Mr. Rlistair M. Eadie, 

Technical Manager of the company, upon 
the sad loss of his mother who died in 
the United Kingdom on 16th December 
1995. 

MAY GOD REST HER SOUL. 


Sudan says south 
wants guarantees 
within constitution 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Politicians from southern 
Sudan have called for the 
second highest post in the 
land to be reserved for a 
southerner, under a constitu- 
tional decree now under dis- 
cussion in the transitional 
parliament, it was reported 
Tuesday. 

• The government-owned . 
newspaper A1 Ingaz AJ Wata- 
ni said John Angoi, speaker 
of the appointed transitional 
national assembly, and Juang 
Tong, the chairman of the 
assembly’s peace committee, 
had called for the post of first 
vice-president to be reserved 
in future for a southerner. 

The constitutional decree 
was passed unanimously on 
Monday after its second read- 
ing and will be redebated for 
a third and last time for final 
passage. 

Since the 16-year dicta- 
torship of Jaafar Numeiri 
(1969 to 1985), the post of 
first vice-president has tradi- 
tionally gone to a northerner 
with a southerner as second 
vice-president. 

Currently, the first vice- 
president is Major General 
A1 Zubair Mohammad Salih 
who is from mainly Muslim 
and Arabic northern Sudan. 
Police Major Genera! 
George Kongor Arop is 
second vice-president. 

The government daily said 
extensive debate took place 
Monday on the bill. 

The report said several 
assembly members had called 
for changes to proposed rules 
for electing the presidents of 
individual states. 

They said that in the states 


forming the federation, the 
job of selecting candidates 
for state president should lie 
with the state parliament 
rather than with the head of 
‘ state as stipulated in the draft 
decree. 

The decree now allows the 
head of state to pick three 
membere of the parliament in 
each state. The deputies 
would then elect the state 
president from among the 
three. 

Southern leaders said it 
would be better for state par- 
liaments to choose three 
candidates, out of whom the 
head of state would pick the 
president. 

The paper said the legisla- 
tors described the decree as 
"a gigantic step towards 
handing power over to the 
people and for shifting from 
the revolutionary to the con- 
stitutional legitimacy." 

The decree provides for 
conducting presidential and 
general elections (scheduled 
for next year) in which every 
citizen can participate either 
as a candidate or a voter 
irrespective of previous poli- 
tical affiliations. However, 
no political parties will be 
allowed in the country again. 

A proposal for appointing 
10 per cent of the parliament 
membership was voted down 
with the majority opposing it- 

The forthcoming par- 
liament will consist of 400 
members out of whom 275 
are to be elected in geog- 
raphical constituencies and 
the remaining 125 elected by 
the national congress which is 
scheduled to go in session in 
January. 


Tantawi gives blessing to 
Egyptian military courts 


CAIRO (AP) — A leading 
Muslim cleric gave his bles- 
sings Monday to President 
Hosni Mubarak's conifrover- 
sial policy of trying Muslim 
militants in military courts, 
and said they should be tried 
by even “tougher” courts. 

The comments were made 
by Sayed Tantawi, Egypt's 
grand mufti, or top expound- 
er of Islamic legal opinions. 
The remarks give Mr. 
Mubarak's policy the Islamic 
' stamp of approval necessary 
to face a society that is be- 
coming increasingly influ- 
enced by Muslim fun- 
damentalists. 

“Those who kill innocent 
people or blow up embassies 
and perform similar terrorist 
acts should be tried in courts 
that are even harsher than 
military courts," Sheikh Tan- 
tawi was quoted as saying in 
the early Tuesday edition of 
the state-run Al Akbbar 
newspaper. 

Sheikh Tantawi was refer- 
ring to the Nov. 19 bombing 
of the Egyptian embassy in 
the Pakistani capital of Islam- 
abad, that killed 17 people 
•and wounded nearly 60 
others. 

Militants launched a vio- 
lent campaign in the spring of 
1992 against Mr. Mubarak's 
secularist government in their 
attempt to replace it with a 
strict Islamic regime. More 
than 860 people have died in 
the violence since then. 

In October 1992. Mr. 
Mubarak ruled that militants 
suspected of taking part in 
the insurgency should stand 
trial in militapr courts. The 
courts have since sentenced 
64 men to death. 48 of whom 
have been executed. 

Human rights groups have 
protested the courts, because 
they hand down stiff sent- 
ences. and do not allow 
appeals. 


Human rights groups 
strongly protested the milit- 
ary trial that last month sent- 
enced 54 members of the 
Muslim Brotherhood to be- 
tween three and five years in 
prison, some at hard labour. 

The Brotherhood, which is 
Egypt’s largest fundamental- 
ist group, claims to be non- 
violent. 

Local human righls groups 
charged that the trial lacked 
evidence, while Amnesty In- 
ternational called * the 
Brotherhood members “pris- 
oners of conscience." 

Sheikh Tantawi also called 
for a ban on TV broadcasts of 
women's sports and for music 
to be kept out of the theatre. 

Islam allows women's 
sports "in closed arenas, but 
they should not be broadcast, 
whether it is football or any- 
thing else,” because of their 
revealing uniforms, said 
Sheikh Tantawi. 

He also told a conference 
that musical scores should be 
banned in plays, Al Akhbar 
newspaper reported. 

"Theatrical scenes with a 
religious or nationalist aspect 
are permitted, but plays with 
drums and horns and singing 
are forbidden," said Sheikh 
Tantawi. 

Most Egyptian plays had 
belly-dancing scenes until a 
controversial decree by the 
censor last summer which 
banned them for “artistic 
reasons." 

The mufti, head of the Dar 
Al Iftaa which issues religious 
opinions, also told the con- 
ference that interest on de- 
posits by normal banks was 
“hilal" 

“There is no difference be- 
tween commercial banks 
which set rates of interest" on 
deposits and Islamic banks 
which do not use such rates 
but pay out a share of their 
profits, he said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Khamenei relative sentenced to exile 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A court here sentenced a brother-in- 
law of Iranian leader Ayatollah Khamenei to 20 years 
imprisonment “in exile” for collaborating with Iraq, the 
official news agency IRNA reported Tuesday. Sheikh Alt 
Tehrani, an Islamic fundamentalist opponent, gave himself 
up to the Iranian authorities in June after 11 years of exile 
in Iraq. The 70-year-old sheikh was tried by a special 
clerical court in Tehran, which ruled that he was “warring 
with God," IRNA said. The agency did not spell out how 
the sentence would be applied, but it appeared he would be 
placed under house arrest in a remote part of the country 
given bis advanced age. During the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq 
war. Sheikh Ali Tehrani repeatedly condemned the “de- 
potism" of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the founder of 
the Islamic republic, and what he called Iran’s aggressive 
policy towards Iraq. The court found him guilty of 
collaborating with Iraq during the war and with the 
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, the main aimed opposition to 
Tehran which is based in Baghdad. He was sentenced to 20 
years of imprisonment in exile, IRNA said, without 
specifying when the sentence was passed. 

Israeli awards shared by Mehta, Ligeti 

TEL AVIV ( AFP) — Indian-born conductor Zubin Mehta 
and Romanian-born composer Gyorgy Ligeti will share the 
1995-96 Wolf Prize for their musical achievements, the 
Wolf Foundation announced Monday. President Ezer 
Weizman will present the $100,000 award to Mr. Mehta. 
59, and Mr. Ligeti, 72. at the Knesset on March 24, the 
Israeli-based foundation said in a statement. Mr. Mehta, 
bom in Bombay and trained in Vienna, is the lifetime 
music director of the Israeli Philharmonic, which he joined 
in 1961. He has also Jed the New York Philharmonic and 
Montreal Symphony, among others. Mr. Mehta “is consi- 
dered one of die world’s foremost conductors of our time... 
one of the premier interpreters of the great symphonic 
literature" with a vast repertoire ranging from bach to 20th 
century music and opera, the statement said. Mr. Ligeti 
was born in Timaveni. Romania and studied composition 
under Sandor Veress and Ferenc Farkas at the Liszt 
Academy of Music in Budapest. “Ligeti has introduced 
original and innovative new ways and created models to 
inspire younger generations of composers," the statement 
said, adding his works embrace the widest range of 
instrumentation from electronic to organic music. 

Cyprus bus drivers on strike over contract 

NICOSIA (R) — Aggrieved drivers of a semi-state owned 
bus company in Nicosia won’t go to work because a 
contract for the transport of university students has been 
given to a rival company, workers said on Tuesday. The 
move left an estimated two to three thousand people 
stranded on Tuesday morning, a bus company representa- 
tive said- Spokesman Coastas Christodouiou of the Nicosia 
Bus Company told Reuters 91 bus drivers will strike for 
four hours each day until Friday. He said workers wanted 
the government to revoke a decision to give a contract for 
the transport of upiversity students to a privately-owned 
firm on the city's outskirts. "Buses are still operating at 
peak hours.” he said. The Nicosia Bus Company has a 
monopoly of routes within the capital. 

Anti-Zionist song scores success 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Ai anti-Zionist song that sings the 
praises of Palestinian leac r Yasser Arafat’s elite security 
squad and promises the liberation” of Jerusalem and 
Haifa has become a bit with the 800,000 Arabs living in 
Israel, a report said Tuesday. The song is on a cassette that 
was recorded in Nazareth, northern Israel, and is covered 
with a portrait of Mr. Arafat, the independent newspaper 
Davar Rishon said. The lyrics are sung to a beat: “The 
Zionist is our enemy. Our enemy. He has- taken our land. 
Our Land. We will kill him. We will kill him." Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres sent a copy of the cassette to the 
government's legal counsel. Michael Ben Yair. to see if foe 
producers can be charged with inciting rebellion. 

Israel jailed 3 Arabs for spying for Syria 

TEL AVTV (R) — Israel's supreme court on Monday 
rejected appeals by two Arabs against sentences imposed 
on them last year for spying for Damascus. In response to a 
petition by Israeli journalists, foe court on Monday allowed 
for the first time publication of the case but extended a 
media blackout on many of the details. The court said three 
people were convicted of spying for Syria in a rrial a year 
and a half ago in Nazareth. It identified two as Tawfik 
Haidar and Kassem Fares but prohibited any identification 
of the third. The court rejected appeals by the two to 
reduce their sentences of six and five and a half years in 
prison. It said the third man was sentenced to eight years 
and had dropped an appeal on his sentence. 

Ms. Levinger jailed for biting police 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — ■ An Israeli woman whose husband 
was a pioneer of Jewish settlement in foe West Bank was 
jailed for seven months on Monday for attacking and biting 
police officers, legal sources said. Myriam Levinger, 65, a 
mother of 11 and wife of the settler rabbi Moshe Levinger, 
was given three months solitary confinement as part of her 
punishment for taking pan in violent clashes in the 
flashpoint town of Hebron last year. Ms. Levinger, one of 
400 Jewish settlers living in the centre of Hebron sur- 
rounded by 120,000 Palestinians, was carried, sinang into 
the dock by court guards and refused to answer the judge's 
questions. Judge Hanna Ben- Ami said Ms. Levinger, 
whose husband was jailed for six months for his part in the 
same demonstration, had hit and bitten police trying to 
calm her. “This is behaviour contrary to the values of 
Judaism,'’ said the judge. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 7731 1 1- 19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

I 14:00 Inspector Gadget* 

I4t39 Ghost Writer 

15:00 

The Secret World of Alex Mac 

15 JO Amazing Stories 

, 16:00 

The Adventures of the Black 
Stallion 

iO:3C Sky Trackers 

| 17:00 Jciu 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 

j Magazine — Sports Et Musiquc 

j HkJO News Headlines 

| j9-.3Sf Anything for a Laugh 

20:60 

Doc. — The Nature of Things 
20J5 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:10 SiarTrclc 

22:Oi News in English 

22:25 Prism 

22:45 Law and Order 

23 JO The Silk Road 

ffihJO Comedy— Second Thought 

| PRAYER TIMES 

| 05:03 ; Fajr 

I 06:26 (Sunrise) Doha 

I 11:33 Dhuhr 

! 14:17 -Asr 

j I6i3» Maghreb 

j 15:62 Tsha 

I CHURCHES 

i 

] St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sireffich. Tel. 810740 


Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SC Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Amnmdadon Tel. 
637440 . 

De la Satk Church Tel. 661757 
Ternsancta Chun* Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

AagHcan Church Tel. 630851. Tel. 
62*543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church Tel. 

652526. 

ErangeBcal Lutheran Church Tel: 
*2432*. 

German -speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tel: 845457 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church Of Nazarcuc Tel. 675691'. 
The Evangelical Local Church in 
Amman 
Tel. 811295 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Temperatures are expected to 
rise slightly, skies cloudy ro partly, 
winds northwesterly moderate, 
with a chance of scattered showers 
in the northern and central parts of 
the Kingdom. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly moderate and seas 
Calm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 3/12 

Aqaba 9/21 

Deserts 2 1 13 

Jordan Valley 6 / |«J 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 7 Aqaba 20. Humidity 
readings Amman S6 per cent. 
Aqaba 32 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassam Karadshch 75921*1 

Dr. Mukhlcs Halasah 819220 

Dr. Muntitcr Al Oraini 779959 

Dr. Abdul Wahab A wad ... JWNJ7U 

Fine pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77X336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salem pharmacy 636730 

Y aroub pharmacy ' 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRS ID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu Is 1 74 1 

Ai Quds pharmacy ^ — | 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ratib Aiallah 984424 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Ccmrc 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661 111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police IV2. 621 II 1.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66| 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints R97467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7K71 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance 1 121 

Overseas Calls (11023U 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 62310] 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 66t 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680IIXI 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company .’ ti3ft3Kl 


RJ flight Information .... 08-5320(1 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein\lcdical Centre 8I3813G2 
Khalidi Malcmity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity . J.^Amti. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 60707] 

Shmcisani Hospital 60913) 

University Hospital 845845 

A 1 -Muss her Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdah 666127/37 

AI-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. ALMuhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army.Warka 89(61 1/1 5 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 60224U/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Ccotrc for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865 199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikina Modem Hospital (09W(Wu 

nunk 

Princess Banna Hospital (02*275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 1272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (021247 100 


AQABA: 

PritKOs Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always he veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flighb 
(Terminal 1) 

Jeddah (Rj) 

•tSS Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

OfcW Damascus (RJ) 

l* 1 ® Lamaca (RJ) 

14 rf 5 New York. Amsterdam | RJ) 

15:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:55 Toronto. Montreal (Rj) 

1&®0 Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

Ik*® Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

IMS Frankfurt. Vienna ( Rj) 

1825 London. Berlin (Rj) 

1*45 Rome(RJ) 

22:45 Aqaba (RJ) 

23^9 Beirut (RJ) 

01:25 Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

*£•80 Cairo IMS) 

J® 1 ^* Jeddah (SV j 

12:15 ... Karachi. Abu Dhabi tPKl 

"•M Algiers (AH) 

Sanaa (lYl 

Beirut (ME) 

Amsterdam i KL1 

London ( BA) 

departures 

Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

°*4S Istanbul. Rome (RJ) 

10:15 Amsterdam. New York (Rj) 

■J : *® Berlin. London (Ri) 

11:25 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Colombo JRJ'i 

Riyadh. Dharhan ( RJ ) 

SIS Bcin,t 

i™ New Delhi (RJ) 

•I™ Cairo (RJ) 

Calculla. Bangkok (RJ) 

ij ! !“ Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

ri’If Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

**4® Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Beirut IME) 

.nilS London (KJ) 

■■■■ Jeddah (SV) 

13.25- Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 
Shanqah (AH) 

•: Adc 0 <DY) 

Lamaca (CY) 


00:1 s Amsterdam (KL) 

KM* AthCM (OA) 

H1JAZ RAILWAY 

train 

e 

Dep. Amman... S:0Qa.m. every Monday 
Arr. Damascus 5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dap. Damascus 7:r«0a.in.c*civ Sunday 
Are. Amman .... 5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

market prices 

Upper-lower price in Ms per kg. 

*PP |C 700/500 

Banana ggj 

Banana (MukatnmarK 620 

Banana (imported) 850/650 

£ ut,ba B c 110/50 

270/150 

Cauliflower 120/70 

Cucumbers (large) 200 / 120 

Cucumbers (small) 330/250 

200f 120 

£ arlK » 750/600 

Jjrapc Fruit 220H50 

tf" 00 250/180 

Marrow (large) 150/80 

Marrow (small) 260/180 

Onion j^rcen) ”... >20/150 

Onion (dry) 230/1S0 

° ran 8C 550/400 

Pepper i hot) 260. 180 

Pepper ( swcci) 2A(VI80 

25W180 

1408) 

13080 

string Beans 570' 400 

Tangerine SQSOO 

Tomato 170/100 
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Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Abdul Hafiz Mirai. The Armed Forces mufti delivered an address 
in which he said the army’s celebration of the occasion along with the Arab and Islamic nations represents the 
great status Jerusalem has in the hearts of Arabs and Muslims. He said the Hashemite family has been histori- 
cally linked to the Holy City since the time of the Prophet’s nocturnal journey. The mufti paid tribute to the 
Hashemites’ role in Jerusalem, referring to their care of holy sites in the city (photo:- Jordan Armed Forces) 

Lower wages, worse times: Women 
look for ways to make ends meet 


• VJJ. ^ By Samir Hijawi 

• ” 1 '• ■ Special to the Jordan Times 

-r ";"*«>■ AMMAN — Hajjeh 
Khadra, or Urn Khaled, is 

vers on strike cva weI1 k 00 ™ 11 10 the mer “ 

CftJ chants and residents, of the 
King Talal Street in down- 
- - - * ! ‘ town Amman where for the 

past 17 years she has been 
selling eggs in order to sup- 
- ^ port her six children. 

. “I never begged until after 

: ;3:„ my husband's death 17 
years ago and 1 looked for 
; i- any kind of decent work to 
- raise ray children,” Urn 
Khaled said. 

' •. v Recalling the events of 

’t; the past 17 years, Um 
Khaled said: “My husband 
inn'll:^.. died while undergoing a 
i-3 GS SUCCSj surgical operation on which 
we spent our last Fils. That 
m prompted me to find some 
' ' ■ ; ■ kind of work to support the 
i, IV family- So I started selling 
’ ' ‘ .*■“ table eggs. But in the past 

week I have also started 
. . selling pigeons to make 

. " . some extra money.” ■ 

' y Um Khaled has lived for 
... " six years with her children 
in an unfinished building 
. .... after securing permission 
from the owners.. 

. “The green grocers in the 
AraSS fcr spy. market place where I • sell 
the eggs helped build me a 
•' single room for my family 

- - ' on a piece of land next to a 
- - / refugee camp, which every- 

• body thought belonged to 
•; the United Nations . Relief 
and Works Agency 
.. (UNRWA),” she said. “But 
it turned out later that the 
land belonged to £ certain 
citizen who now wants us 
to move out I am afraid 
that we will soon become 
homeless.” 

. i c; “I rest only one day a 

• mont ij ^ w h etl j am s ick,” 

■ . she said. “I come to this 
place and sit on the ground 

- • from morning until' 

evening, selling up to 200 
eggs and earning JD 2 a 
day. But I am always care- 


ful not to be spotted by the 
municipality's inspection 
teams who do not allow me 
to cany out my business. I 
also put' up with the angry 
yelling of the local mer- 
chants who want me to 
move away from their 
stores.” 

According to Um Khaled, 
“sometimes municipality 
inspectors trample on my 
eggs, not knowing - that 
these are the bread winners 
of my family. I wonder if. 
the government knows 
about our plight” 

Opposite Um Khaled at 
the markeL place is Um 
Ahmad who sells rabbits 
and pigeons. 

“My home consists of 
two rooms and a kitchen 
where the nine members of 
my family live,” said Um 
Ahmad whose 55-year-old 
husband is unable to work 
due to diabetes. 

“I decided to work and 
began selling pigeons and 
rabbits, and later turkey and 
chicken,” she said. 

Um Khaled- and Um 
Ahmad serve as examples ' 
of numerous women in Jor- 
dan who sell their ware out 
on the streets in order to 
earn some sort of income 
for their families. 

The latest- statistics show 
that the total volume of the 
Jordanian workforce is 
950,000 of which 14 per 
cent are women. . 

Researcher Saleh Kha- 
sawneh, who prepared a 
working paper on women 
in the Jordanian labour 
market, has revealed that in 
1961 women contributed 3.1 
per cent to the workforce, 
and that the figure rose to 14 
per cent in 1986, and has 
remained at that rate. 

Dr. Khasawneh, quoting 
unemployment figures 
appearing in the statistics of 
the Civil Service Commis- 
sion, which receives appli- 


m * 

' v- ■ 





A woman sells chickens in downtown Amman (photo 
’ by Yousef AI ‘Allan) 


cations for government 
employment, said' 56 per 
cent of the 121,24? appli- 
cants were women. 

The latest figures show 
.that 18.8 per cent of the Jor- 
danan workforce is unem- 
ployed and that a large pro- 
portion of them are women. 

Dr. Khasawneh’s paper 
also shows that the average 
wages received by women 
are far lower than wages for 
. men. 

Women receive an aver- 
age of JD 89.9 while aver-' 
age wages of men stand at 
JD113.6, he said, adding that 
62 per cent of women 


receive wages ranging 
between JD 50'antf JD 100 a 
month. 

Jordanian . society is 
undergoing constant 
changes affecting women’s 
status, Dr. Khasawneh said. 
While once it used to be 
improper for women to go 
out to work, women's 
employment - has - now 
become necessary in view 
of circumstantial changes, 
the high cost of living and 
low wages, he added. 

He also said the high rent 
workers pay consume most 
of their wages, making it 
imperative for women to 
support their families. 


Jordanian writer receives award 

Cairo(Petra) — Jordanian writer Ibrahim Gharabah won 
one of three awards granted, by the Cairo-based Arab 
Artists Federation for his short story entitled “Friends of 
the Police.” The other -two were won by Natileh Rasbed 
from Syria and Farid Mohammad from Egypt. .The awards 
will be presented to the winners during the Cairo Interna- 
tional Children’s Cinema Festival, which will be held on 
Feb. 25. 


Earthquake monitoring network to be set up 

Cairo (Petra) — Jordan, along with four Arab countries 
have agreed to the request made by the Egyptian Ministry 
of Scientific Research to participate in a programme aimed 
to unify methods of seismological monitoring and to setup 
a unified monitoring network in the. Middle East, accord- 
ing to Egyptian Minister of State for Scientific Research. 
The. other countries are Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Palestine 
and Israel, the Egyptian minister said. 





FILMS 

* "Mol's Christmas" and "Enchanted April"respec- 
tively at 5.00 p.m. and 7.00p.m. at the British Coun- 
cil. . 

* "Le Colonel Chabert" (organised by the French 
Cultural Centre) at the Cinema Philadelphia at 8.00 
p.m. 

* "Gordillo" at Institute Cervantes, Jabal Amman at 
5.00 p.m. 

BAZAAR 

. * Christmas bazaar at the Greek Orthodox Church 


in the Ruwaq Neighbourhood. Fuheis. (untiTDec. 
22 ) 

EXHIBITION . 

* Photography exhibition. Kingdom Of Peace, by 
Zohrab Markarian at The National Gallery, Jabal 
Weibdeh. (Until Dec. 20th). 

CHRISTMAS SALE 

"Gifts (publications by the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature, hand-painted Christinas 
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UNRWA workers to strike in protest 
against pay raise exclusion 


By Ghaiia Alul 

Special to the Jordan times 

AMMAN — The United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) workers 
will stage a strike in from of 
the agency's headquarters 
today to protest UNRWA's 
decision to exclude Jordan 
from the pay raise it ’ has 
givea to all its employees in 
other fields of operation, a 
committee representative at 
UNRWA said Tuesday. 

The source told the Jor- 
dan Times that the strike 
will also be against Com- 
missioner General liter 


. Turkmen’s refusal to 
respond to the workers’ 
demahds which include 
salary raises. 

Mr. Turkmen's refusal 
came in a cable which he 
sent to the employees on 
Dec. 15 

The cable included 
adjusting a salary position 
for five' doctors and this 
does not relate to -raising 
the salaries of UNRWA’s 
6,500 workers, nor does it 
respond to our other 
demands,” the source 

The source said that dur- 
ing the one-day strike, the 


employees will decide on 
other measures to be taken 
against the agency and will 
also set a date for a general 
strike, which, be said, will 
continue until the agency 
responds ' to all their 
demands-. • 

He added that the strike! 
which will be staged by all 
UNRWA employees will 
paralyse all services offered 
.at the agency, such as edu- 
cation, health and other ser- 
. vices; thus affecting a huge 
segment of society. 

“The general strike will 
affect all services at 
UNRWA: education! health 


and hygiene services," he 
added. 

“We are determined to go 
on striking to pressure 
UNRWA into responding to 
our demands,” said the 
source. 

The strike will be one of a 
series of measures UNRWA 
workers have taken to urge 
the agency to heed their 
demands for better educa- 
tion, health and social ser- 
vices as well as salary 
increases a.»d severance 


B anker lectures on monetary policies , 
building foreign currency reserves 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Central - 
Bank Governor Moham- : 
mad Said Nabulsi ' said 
Tuesday that -Jordan’s 
future monetary policy 
should revolve around 
efforts to continue building 
the country’s foreign cur- 
rency reserves. 

In a lecture delivered at 
the Abdul Hameed Shoraan - 
Foundation, Dr. Nabulsi 
said that good reserves of 
foreign currency will help 
monetary stability in Jordan 
and will enhance, the rate of 
exchange of the Jordanian 

dinar 

In his review of monetary 
and banking policies adopt-. ' 
ed by the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) over the. past 
six years. Dr. Nabulsi said 
these policies have yielded' 
good results and have 
restored stability to the Jor- 
danian dinar, enabling the 
dinar to rise by six per cent 
-in tbe exchange rate against 
the U.S. dollar. 

Dr. Nabulsi,- who 
announced last month that 
he will quit his post by the 
end of 1995,' was instruraen- • 
tal over the past five years 


in executing monetary 
reforms with a tight mone- 
tary policy that has pre- 
served the dinar’s stability 
and controlled inflationary 
pressures, returning the 
banking system to its feet * 
after an economic crisis in 
1989. 

The CBJ’s policies, over 
.the past five years, has 
resulted in rebuilding the 
country’s foreign reserves, 
restored most of the coun- 
try’s gold assets to the CBJ 
and built a good reserve of 
deposts for the commercial 
banks operating in Jordan 
estimated at SI billion, 
according tq Dr. Nabulsi. 

As a leading banker in 
Jordan, Dr. Nabulsi built up 
Jordan’s foreign reserves in 
1989 with reforms that have 
overhauled banking inspec- 
tion, raised their efficiency 
and encouraged mergers to 
create a strong banking sec- 
tor. 

In his lecture Dr. Nabulsi 
noted that the CBJ has con- 
tributed towards curtailing 
the country’s debts to for- - 
eign countries through a 
national programme of 


monetary . . and banking 
reforms. He said this has 
enabled the CBJ to impose 
strict controls over mone- 
tary affairs and has prevent- 
. ed imbalances between the 
state's expenditure and its 
revenues. 

These policies and mea- 
sures, Dr. Nabulsi noted, 
have helped the country to 
attain economic growth at 

• .the rate of seven per cent 

• since 1992, restored the bal- 
ance between . financial 
expenditure and ■ revenues, 
and reduced the deficit in 
-the budget from 24 per cent 
to* five per cent in terms of 
the country's Gross Domes- 
tic Product (GDP). 

The measures also - 
. reduced the deficit in the . 
fiscal budget from 18 per 
cent to six per - cent this 
year, and reduced Jordan's 
foreign debts by 25 per cent 
(from S8.1 billion to. $5.9 
billion), according to Dr. 
Nabulsi; 

He said these policies also 
helped in reducing the rate 
of inflation from 22 per 
cent to a mere four per cent 
this- year. Referring to banlc- 



, Mohammad Said Nabulsi 

mg ' reforms. Dr. Nabulsi 
said the the CBJ. has pre- 
pared a plan for setting up a 
special -fund to guarantee 
bank deposits. * 

It is the aim of the CBJ, 
Dr. Nabulsi added, to work 
towards the availability of a 
highly developed and effi- 
cient banking system in this ' 
country. 


For You ... 
This Season 




Naser Abu Khalaf Stores " 
Bah&KPffttens .Center, 

Garjt^Ofc Street - 

Naser Abu Khalaf Stores / Swetfiah 
Al-Hamra-Sireei, 

Near Plaza Fitness Center. 


Shibly Boutique 
Jabal Amman -t sE i 
* . Opposite Insurance 

Grand Stores 
Jabal AI Hussain * 


- 

i *>" : 


i ( /CS m \ 

• K / 7 1 l 


Abdqan-plrete,- 
Jawharat ADcfoun Bldg. 

r — .> 

EFZajd Showroom 
' Marriott Hotel. 

? Shumelsani 

i _■ 

' Et-Zay Showroom - W 
, Awajan Street, Ei-Zay ; 

— Ready Wear Manutaeturia^Co. ' 

Ei-Zay (The Mali) 

Duty FraftStop, 

Airport 


n s 

w > 

** / 


cards, hand-crafted silver 
pottery) at Beit AI Fuheis 
22 ). 


jre, hand-pamted Christmas I . 
ilver jewellery, recycled glass, - I y- : W‘ 
Lheis Hall, Fuheis (until- dec. I • * '■$ 


EL-ZAY Stsw Houre 

Satu rday ^Tharsday. ' 

10:00 AM- lOflO'PM- 
[ Fridays: . V 

V 1:00 PM -10:00 PM 


EL - Z AY 

FINE CLOTHING FOR MEN 



4 World News 
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Russian troops delay 
attack on Chechen town 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A 
senior Russian commander 
in Chasbeeya said Tuesday 
his ibices were delaying an 
attack on a town seized by 
separatist rebels last week 
to allow the civilian pof ula- 
ticn leave, ITAR-TASS 
news agency said. 

It quote': ’he deputy com- 
mander of interior Ministry 
Forces in Chechenya, 
Major-General Georgy 
Gcorgiyev, as saying fight- 
ing had calmed dawn 
around Gudermes Police 
Headquarters and railway 
station where about 600 
rebels were besieging some 
150 soldiers. 

Figbting broke ou- in 
Gudermes, Chechenya’s 
second biggest city, last 
Thursday — the first d°y of 
extended voting therj in 
Russia's parliamentary 
election and local polls. 

The rebels bad vowed to 
disrupt voting in chechenya. 
They are fighting for the 
independence of their north 
Caucasus region, resisting a 
large-scale military opera- 
tion launched a year ago. 

The attack on Gudermes 
was the first major battle 
between troops and the 
rebels since a peace deal 
was agreed on July 30. 

It was not dear whether 
the surprise attack by rebels 
on the dty was a separate 
operation or the start of a 
new offensive. 

Gen. Georgiyev said there 
were indications the rebels, 
who have virtually held 
Gudermes under their con- 
trol for six days, started 
leaving it Tuesday. 

Meanwhile the refugees 
from Gudermes stood up on 


flatbed tracks, leaned out of 
bus windows, raised their 
fists defiantly and shouted 
“Allafau AkbaT (God is 
Great) to celebrate their 
escape from hell. 

The refugee convoy, car- 
rying several thousand men, 
was the first to be allowed 
out of Checbenya’s second 
town since it was blockaded 
by Russian troops battling 
the Chechen separatist 
guerrillas. 

The fighting in Gudermes, 
40 kilometres east of the 
devastated Chechen capital 
Grozny, was the heaviest 
since a shaky ceasefire was 
agreed in late June, aimed at 
ending the war in the break- 
away Caucasus republic. 

The refugees’ stories 
echoed those of civilians 
who suffered the crushing 
three-month Russian siege 
of Grozny which reduced 
the city to rubble last year. 

- “(The Russians) fire every 
five minutes with heavy 
artillery and tanks. People 
are huddled in their cellars. 
Many are ill. They haven't 
had time to gather the 
corpses from the streets.” 
Malika Kurasova, 37, told 
AFP. 

“They have burned three 
schools, the prosecutor’s 
building, the priming house. 
Everything that survived 
from the war,” she said. 

“They have destroyed the 
hospital. There are no doc- 
tors there. The sick are 
dying, and people are dying 
from the smallest shrapnel 
wounds because nobody is 
left to perform even basic 
first aid. 

“The whole world must 
help us to get the people out 


of there,” she said. 

As her young children 
tried to amuse themselves 
by sliding in the snow 
behind passing cars. Mrs. 
Kurasova sighed. "The life 
is being driven out of 
them,” she said. 

Like others, she said that 
she would have to return to 
Gudermes to help others 
escape. 

“My mother there is sick. 
1 had to bring the children 
out, but then 1 will go back 
for her,” she said. 

Others gathered for spon- 
taneous demonstrations by 
the highway and listened as 
speakers standing on trucks 
denounced as “traitors and 
murderers'* the Russian- 
installed government of 
Doku Zavgayev, the former 
Communist leader of 
Chechenya. 

The Russian-backed 
authorities announced 
Monday that Mr. Zavgayev 
had won Chechen leader- 
ship elections with a land- 
slide, but Western journal- 
ists observed widespread 
fraud and multiple voting. 

As the refugees poured 
out of Gudermes, at least 
one woman was headed in 
die opposite direction. 

Khava Borisovna, 35, 
wearing the green bandana 
of a Chechen fighter 
pledged to holy war, said 
she was trying to get into 
Gudermes to join her com- 
rades in battle. 

“(The Russians) will go 
no further. We will stop 
them at Gudermes and we 
will drive them out,” she 
said. 


D ’Amato turns down White 
House offer on Whitewater 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
chairman of the U.S.Senate 
Whitewater Committee 
rejected Monday a White 
House proposal to resolve a 
dispute over the release of 
documents the panel has 
subpoenaed. 

"The new White House 
proposal is unacceptable," 
Senator Alfcnse D' Amato, 
a New York Republican, 
said in a statement. 

The committee last Friday 
voted to go to court if nec- 
essary to force President 
Bill Clinton to turn over 
notes by former White 
Uwneel William 
Kennedy of a 1993 meeting 
where White House lawyers 
and attorneys for Mr. 
Cl* 3101 ! his wife Hillary 
•i* : • t ■.*- 1 Vhite water 
» ■ • . Ufcaosas. 

’ • * te i Urnse counsel Jane 
Sherburne, in a letter to the 
committee Monday, said the 
note.' would be released if 
the committee could get 
iodepj.idcnt counsel 
Kenneth Starr to agree it 
WiVdd ixy set a prec :ifcnt 
for other documents. 

“Sne v*’'iite House pro- 
posal wocid put the com- 
mittee in the impossible 


position of having to bar- 
gain with other investiga- 
tors, including the indepen- 
dent counsel,” Sen. 
D’ Amato said. 

He said he would ask the 
full Senate Wednesday to 
approve enforcing the sub- 
poena by court action. 

“The committee is entitled 
to Mr. Kennedy’s notes of 
this Whitewater defence 
meeting and the committee 
intends to take all steps nec- 
essary to get them,” Sen. 
D’ Amato said. 

The committee and Mr. 
Stair are looking into the 
possibility that funds from a 
failed savings and loan firm 
may have been diverted 
improperly to Mr. Clinton’s 
1984 gubernatorial cam- 
paign in Arkansas and to the 
Whitewater Development 
Corp., an Arkansas real 
estate venture partly owned 
by the Clintons. 

At a hearing Monday, 
lawyer Susan Thomases, a 
close friend of Hillary 
Rodham Clinton's, said in 
response to repeated ques- 
tions that she could not 
remember the details of 
meetings she had with the 
first lady a week after the 


July 20, 1993, death of 
White House counsel 
Vincent Foster. 

The committee- produced 
White House logs that 
showed on aide to Mrs. 
Ciinton called Ms. 
Thomases’ New York law 
office on July 27 to say the 
first lady wanted to see her 
that day. The logs showed 
Ms. Thomases went to the 
White House that day and 
was in the family living 
quarters for over an hour. 

Ms. Thomases did not dis- 
pute the logs but said she 
could not remember the 
details of what happened on 
that date. 

Asked what Mrs. Clinton 
wanted to see her about, 
Ms. Thomases replied, “i 
have no idea.” 

Afie* several exchanges. 
Sen. D' Amato told Ms. 
Thomases he did not 
believe she could not 
remember anything about 
her calls and meetings with 
Mrs. Clinton. “It’s not 
believable. It’s just not 
credible,” Sen. D' Amato 
told her. 

The committee is expect- 
ed to resume hearings next 
month. 


've&rans slam Portillo’s visit to Japan 


LOtO'.-jN (R) — Britain 
auv.c-‘.c:cd Monday that its 
iswrcj minister would 
vjj s . Jjpaa J.r tire first time 
in living mtmory, provok- 
iL.? fierce acc.tr among 
luJcJ veterans who were 
prisoners of the Japanese 
during World War G. 

“1 am very much ic iking 
forward to this important 
visit. O’er defence links... ere 
warm, and I hope 
lL:.’ nay visit wili serve to 
ceurfiit them further,” 
Defence Secretary Michael 
Purrillo said. 

fv!r. Portillo will visit 
fepar from Jan. 7-9 at the 
svinuion of his Japanese 
.■ounterpart. He will also go 
to the United Arab 
Emirates, the Philippines 
md South Korea. 

“We've never heard of a 
by a British defence 
to Japan b't we 
rj.ved an invitaticu and 
,ii : '.!re Mr. Portillo will 
• My reciprocate,” said 
r'Jefence Ministry 
“ r.man. 

; ; did die visit aimed to 
• • military ties but 
.h new joint exercises 
•i jf. r ^nned at present. 

- ’.tsiin and Japan are 


major trading nations with 
mounting experience in 
international peacekeeping. 
“So it's useful to talk about 
that and compare methods. 
It's in our mutual interest to 
have a peaceful world,” the 
spokesman added. 

Mr. Portillo will inspect 
Japan’s armed forces, visit 
its Military Procurement 
Agency and lay a wreath at 
Yokohama Cemetery. 

Mr. Portillo said he want- 
ed to talk to the Japanese 
about security in the Far 
East, the situation on the 
Korean peninsula and bow 
any regional disputes 
between the superpowers 
might be resolved. 

His visit comes just weeks 
before allied veterans go to 
court in Japan in an effort to 
win compensation for their 
treatment in Japanese-run 
prison camps. 

Fifty years after the fight- 
ing, the veterans say Tokyo 
has yet to make amends for 
its treatment of allied pris- 
oners of war and they 
voiced outrage at Britain's > 
decision to discuss tighten- ’ 
ing military ties before the 
issue- was settled. 

“I’m shocked that a mem- 


ber of this government 
could be having military 
discussions with the 
Japanese when their gov- 
ernment has failed to 
resolve all the outstanding 
grievances that still hang 
over from the war,” said 
Arthur Titberington, secre- 
tary of the Japanese Labour 
Camp Survivors' 

Association. 

Martyn Day, lawyer for a 
group of veterans pushiog 
for compensation, said his 
clients bad won assurances 
of support from the govern- 
ment for what could be a 
long fight ahead. 

“How can the same gov- 
ernment be sending out the 
secretary of state for 
defence when we expect to 
be in court... early next 
year? It is -as though the 
British government is sur- 
rendering our case before 
we have even had a chance 
to fight it.” 

The Defence Ministry 
spokesman denied the vet- 
erans’ concerns had been 
forgotten but said it was not 
yet clear if Mr. Portillo 
would raise the controversy 
during his three-day trip. 


MOSTAR’S BATTALION BOULEVARD: A general view of "Battalion Boulevard” in Mostar, Bosnia, which was 
completely destroyed during the confrontations between Bosnian and Croatian forces in 1993. Mostar was placed 
under European Union administration in July 1994 after 11 months of fierce fighting between the mainly Muslim 
Bosnian forces that control the east side of the city and the Croat troops that control the west side i AFP photo) 

Bosnian frontline town hopes for U.S. kiss of life 


GRADACAC, Bosnia (R) 
— When U.S. combar 
troops arrive here around 
Christinas time to separate 
Bosnia's opposing forces, 
they will find a bleak front 
of burnt-out factories and a 
community trying to sal- 
vage life from the ruins. 

They will also come face 
to face with the realities 
behind what is broadly per- 
ceived as an ethnic conflict 
and the high expectations of 
communities deprived of 
freedom to trade, work and 
make a living. 

In the shell-damaged Kula 
Clothing Plant, a serb 
lawyer, a Muslim union 
official and a Croat bank 
manager hark back to a 
golden era before the war, 
of round-the-clock shifts 
producing coats, suits, skirts 
and pants for the German 
market. 

War stress has left their 
faces deeply lined, their fin- 
gers yellowed by nicotine, 
their" clothes worn and 
frayed. 

They have no money, and 
when they talk of the future, 
they say: “Understand, it is 
not for us, we are too old. 
But for our children." 

None of them is over 50. 

T'm a Serb, you see, and 
this is my friend Goran, a 
Croat, and Mohammad, a 


Muslim.” says the Kula 
company personnel manag- 
er, Zoran Savic. “But we’re 
all friends here in Gradacac 
and we don’t kill each 
other:” 

“We don’t want hand- 
outs,” says unionist 
Muhamed Tipura. “We want 
help in getting back to 
work. We want a future for 
our children in Europe, a 
civilised future.” 

The battle-scarred town of 
Gradacac in government- 
held northeastern Bosnia 
overlooks the Posavina 
Corridor, a strip of land 
fought over throughout the 
war. 

The corridor forms a vital 
east-west supply line link- 
ing separatist Bosnian Serb- 
held territories, but it also 
controls access to north- 
south routes essential to the 
government side. 

Crossing the Posavina 
Corridor will be the first 
serious test of the treaty for 
the U.S. 1st .Armoured 
Division, which plans to put 
pontoon bridges over the 
Sava River and drive its 
tanks into Bosnia from 
Croatia in the next week or 
so. 

The Americans will be 
taking the road south from 
the town of Zupanja, the 
same route that German 


trucks used to bring raw 
materials to the Kuia facto- 
ry and haul shipments from 
other Gradacac plants in 
peacetime. 

“It's in our vital interest to 
have this north-south free- 
dom of movement restored 
because going around by 
Sarajevo adds another 1,000 
kilometres to the journey.” 
says Savic. 

“The whole northeast 
region needs to have this 
access guaranteed.” 

The Kula fashions plant, 
with out-of-date pictures on 
the shrapnelled walls of its 
offices, is located 300 
metres from the front line 
where U.S. troops are due to 
create a four kilometre sep- 
aration zone in the coming 
weeks. 

Some 20.000 Americans 
are being deployed in north- 
ern Bosnia, one third of a 
NATO-led Peace Imple- 
mentation Force (IFOR) to 
enforce the peace agreed at 
Dayton, Ohio, in November 
and signed in a formal 
treaty in Paris last week. 

The Gradacac industrial 
zone was once home to a 
healthy variety of enterpris- 
es, including vehicle parts, 
furniture, construction 
materials, fruit canning, cig- 
arettes and inflatable boats. 

Most of this now lies roof- 


less or in utter ruin, 
scorched and blasted brick 
under a layer of December 
snow. 

Savic reckons the zone is 
producing at five per cent of 
prewar capacity, which 
seems optimistic. His own 
factory made uniforms dur- 
ing the conflict but was only 
producing 500 pieces a 
month compared to 40.000 
in 1991. 

The factory used to 
employ 1.500 people, some 
of whom were Serbs who 
moved to the separatist side 
of the line when the fighting 
started nearly four years 
ago. 

*T don't think there'll be 
many of them coming back 
here, whatever the Dayton 
agreement says about the 
right to re rum to your 
home.” says Savic. 

Some 1,100 Kula factory 
workers are waiting to come 
back to work, and since 90 
per cent of them are women 
there should be no problem 
with the Bosnian army. 
Savic says. 

But the factory took over 
30 direct hits from Bosnian 
Serb mortars and artillery 
during the fighting and it 
will be a year before it can 
be restored to anything like 
full capacity. 


U.S.-Colombia ties sour 
further over drug probe 

BOGOTA (R) — U.S.-Colombian ties took another turn 
for the worse Monday after a U.S. State Department offi- 
cial criticised a Colombian congressional panel’s decision 
to clear President Ernesto Samper of drug corruption 
charges. 

A congressional committee said last week it was shelving 
a probe that could have led to Mr. Samper’s impeachment 
on tire grounds thrie was nc hard evidence to support 
charges be used Cal: cartel drug money to win election last 
year. The decision promoted a triumphant Samper to 
declare an end to the political crisis that has dogged his 
government since August. 

But Robert Gelbard, U.S. Assistant secretary of state for 
international narcotics and crime, quickly threw 
Washington's weight behind Colombian opposition leaders 
who have called the ruling by the Committee of 
Accusations of the House of Representatives a whitewash. 

‘It’s evident that this wasn't a serious investigation,” Mr. 
Gelbard said in a Spanish-] anguage interview with CNN 
broadcast over the weekend, "this commitee’s effort unfor- 
tunately shows that there are still certain people linked to 
drug traffickers in power." 

His remarks drew angry protests from Foreign Minister 
Rodrigo Pardo and other government officials who accused 
Mr. Gelbard of meddling in Colombia’s internal affairs. 

Mr. Pardo held closed-door talks with U.S. Ambassador 
Myles Frechette at the Foreign Ministry early Monday to 
discuss what he described as the government’s out-of-hand 
rejection of Mr. Gelbard’s statement 
“We consider it an act of interference, it's unacceptable.” 
Mr. Pardo told a news conference after the meeting. He 
said Mr. Gelbard was clearly speaking in the name of the 
U.S. government when he made his comments and said: 
“We don't share or accept these declarations.” 

“It causes profound surprise," Carlos Lleras de la Fuente, 
Colombia’s ambassador to Washington, added in an inter- 
view with the Caracol Radio network Monday. Mr. 
Gelbard, he said, was guilty of “intervening openly and 
shamelessly in the country's internal affairs.” 

But Mr. Frechette, speaking in a separate interview with 
Caracol, said Mr. Gelbard had nothing to apologise for. 

“He (Gelbard) wouldn’t have made a public comment ... 
Without knowing that it represented the American govern- 
ment’s point of view," Mr. Frechette said. 

“The Committee of Accusations lacks credibility abroad. 
That's a fact, not a criticism," Mr. Frechette said of the con- 
gressional panel dominated ll-to-4 by members of Mr. 
Samper’s Liberal Party. 

Mr. Frechette has warned that the United States may 
decertify Colombia as a partner in the fight against drugs 
next year, which would have the effect of withdrawing key 
aid and trade preferences. 

He was sharply critical of an aborted attempt by the 
Senate last week to decriminalise drug-related illicit 
enrichment and said sooner or later the country would have 
to lift its four-year-old ban on the extradition of drug lords. 

He also criticised what he described as the lack of any 
serious and forceful legislation in Colombia allowing for 
the confiscation of property belonging to drag kingpins. 


South Korea warns of 
Pyongyang provocations 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam toured his 
country's tense frontier 
with North Korea Tuesday 
and called for increased 
readiness against possible 
provocations by the 
Communist regime, media 
reports said. 

“We must make thorough 
preparations against reck- 
less provocations by North 
Korea in case it misjudges 
the situation,” Mr. Kim was 
quoted by Yon hap News 
Agency as telling troops on 
the western front of the 
heavily- fortified border. _ 

The president’s comments 
were the latest by senior 
Seoul officials suggesting 
North Korea could take 
advantage of South Korean 
political instability after a 
corruption scandal entan- 
gling two of Mr. Kim's pre- 
decessors. 

On Monday, a South 
Korean Unification 

Ministry official cited 
Pyongyang’s hostility and 
intelligence reports of its 
forward deployment of war 
planes as reasons why 
Seoul was not willing to 
extend more rice aid to the 
North, where floods are 
reported to have caused 
near-famine conditions in 


some areas. 

Tension between the two 
Koreas. still technically at 
war since the 1950-53 
Korean War. has reached a 
new peak in recent weeks 
with both sides stepping up 
surveillance. 

Mr. Kim’s trip to observe 
troops training in sub- freez- 
ing temperatures was also 
seen as protecting his polit- 
ical flank after the arrest 
and humilation of Roh Tae- 
Woo and Chun Doo Hwan, 
former generals who 
became presidents, analysts 
said. 

Western diplomats in 
Seoul said they have seen 
few signs of significant 
North Korean troop move- 
ments along the border. 

North Korean state media 
Tuesday angrily accused 
the Kim government of fab- 
ricating a threat to distract 
attention from the scandal. 

“The Kim Young-Sam 
group, facing public criti- 
cism for their involvement 
in the traitor Roh Tae- 
Woo's slush fund scandal, 
are peddling the stereo- 
typed advertisement about 
‘threat from the North’ in a 
bid to get rid of the crisis,” 
said Korean Central News 
Agency. 


Preval leads in Haiti 
presidential elections 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
Early indications from 
Haiti's presidential election 
show hot favourite Rene 
Preval will win the race, 
political sources said 
Monday. 

They said Mr. Preval, car- 
rying the banner of the 
Lavalas Party of outgoing 
President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, led with S2 per 
cent of the vote in a sample 
count being conducted by 


international observers of 
Sunday’s balloting. 

Some 2(H) Preval support- 
ers celebrated his anticipat- 
ed victory in Port-Au- 
Prince. 

U.S. officials, without 
discussing the outcome, 
said they would work with 
Haiti s new government 
and suggested talks could 
progress on releasing S4.6 
million in stalled aid once 
the winner is named. 


Battered 
Australian Santa 
wary of outback 
town 

CANBERRA (R) — Abat- 
tered and braised 
Australian Santa Claus has 
said he will no longer be 
coming to the boisterous 
outback town of Boudte 
after he was attacked by a 
group of children. Santa 
and an assistant elf fled to 
the local police station for 
help and had to continue 
their mission handing out 
sweets from a police 
wagon with a police escort, 
Santa told reporters 
Tuesday. “They were kick- 
ing me in the groin, pinch- 
ing. punching in the kid- 
neys and trying to grab the 
sweets and remove my dis- 
guise," the unfortunate 
Santa, local businessman 
John Holmes, said. The 
attack on Mr. Holmes, who 
weighs ic at S9 kilo- 
grammes. by 30 children 
aged eight to 13, occurred 
after a carol-singing con- 
cert last week. “I wouldn’t 
have liked to be out in the 
open for imother five min- 
utes.” Mr. Holmes said It 
was the third time in three 
years that a Santa has come 
under attack in Bouike. In 
1993. a different Santa was 
dragged from his boar on 
the Darling River and part- 
ly stripped. Last year, chil- 
dren at a youth centre 
threw bottles at Mr. 
Holmes during his Santa 
appearance. After the latest 
attack. Mr. Holmes said he 
will not be donning the red 
suit and white beard again. 

Beggar saved from 
fiery end 


NEW DELHI i AFP) — An 
unidentified beggar was 
saved from the funeral pyre 
in the northern Indian state 
of Kashmir when mourners 
at another cremation 
noticed him move, the 
Press Trust of India (PTI) 
reported. The news agency 
said the man was brought 
to the cremation grounds 
here by police Sunday after 
being pronounced dead by 
doctors at a Jammu hospi- 
tal. Minutes before the 
"body.” shrouded in a 
white sheet, was to be 
placed on the pyre, mourn- 
ers at a nearby funeral 
noticed some movement, it 
said. A doctor was sum- 
moned and declared the 
man to be still alive. PTI 
said. He was taken to a 
nearby hospital where be 
remains in a coma. 


Miro work 
vandalised at Rio 
show 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
A vandal slapped a black 
handprint on a painting by 
Joan Miro showing at a Rio 
gallery, Globo Television 
reported Monday. Women 
In The Street, a highlight of 
the Miro Exhibition that 
closed Sunday, has two 
original black handprints. 
But a visitor spotted a third 
hand mysteriously added to 
the work with black glue. 
Spain’s Joan Miro 
Foundation bas valued the 
painting at SI million. A 
specialist from the founda- 
tion will head to Rio to 
examine the damage. Four 
guards on duty over the 
weekend said they saw 
nothing unusual. 

One of world’s 
oldest submarines 
found ■ 

LONDON (AFP) — A 
wreck found recently off 
the coast of north Wales 
has been identified as the 
Resurgam, one of the 
world’s oldest submarines 
that sank in 1880. the 
Royal Navy said. The 
Resurgam sank in February 
I8S0 while it was being 
towed be tween, Birkenhead 
in northern Britain and 
Portsmouth in the south. A 
diver who was trying to 
disentangle fishing nets off 
Rhyl in Wales happened 
upon the submarine at a 
depth of 20 metres (66 
*eei). The director of the 
Royal Navy Submarine 
Museum at Gosport, 
Commander Jeff Tall, con- 
firmed “there is absolutely 
no doubt” it was tire 
Resurgam. 
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Manila threatened by 
, r> Muslim extremist attacks 


S. Korean ministers 


:•/ < MANILA (R) — A radical 
< •. Muslim group said Tuesday 

it was ready to launch a 
\ campaign of bombings and 
assassinations in the 
«*'■ Philippines as thousands 
: .a. attended the funeral of a 
t. Cbinese-Filipino tycoon 
killed by leftists. 

: V 'We are ready to carry out 
. bombings and assassina- 
.. <• dons” in Manila, a hooded 
„ . leader of the extremist Abu 
Sayyaf Muslim guerrilla 
^ group told the private ABS- 
. i CBN television station. 

He said his group had 
received two shipments of 
'.'Vanns and had three groups 
“v,, around Manila ready to 
• / strike. He gave no fiirther 
_ •- ■ .details. 

■: Security forces launched 

a manhunt for Muslim 
' extremists and leftist hit- 
' . men poised to disrupt 
-preparations for next year's 
^18-member Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
..(APEC) summit in the 
c ■/. Philippines, police said, 
r/ An intelligence official 
. ■ ; told reporters Abu Sayyaf 
../ was preparing attacks on 
•. ,'T. diplomats and top Filipino 
: : -officials in Manila. 

. Earlier in the day, thou- 
. ■ sands of people marched 
r behind the coffin of slain 
' • 'tycoon Leonardo Ty. 

His bullet-riddled body 
was taken from a Roman 
' 'Catholic chapel and escort- 
~ ed in a convoy along a firee- 
• ‘‘way lined with some 4,000 
’ ■ Chinese-Filipino students 
' : 'vand leaders of the ethnic 
Chinese community in 
.. a Manila under a steady driz- 


zle. 

They bowed to a portrait 
of Ty as the motorcade 
passed. 

“The government should 
do something to remove the 
climate of fear in the air. 
People feel they are not 
safe,” Alfredo Lim, the eth- 
nic Chinese mayor of 
Manila who used to head 
the city police force, told 
reporters. 

“You could see how 
scared people are. that an 
SO-year-oId will die just 
like that." said Chinese 
community leader and uni- 
versity Professor Teresita 
Ang-See. 

Police and military forces 
were put on alert after 
charges were filed against 
seven foreigners holding 
Pakistani passports for ille- 
gal possession of explo- 
sives and suspected of 
being involved in a plot to 
disrupt the APEC summit. 

The Pakistani government 
is checking their passports. 

Details about the security, 
force manhunt were not' 
available. 

“The president said we 
should work double-time 
(against these threats i,” 
Vice-President Joseph 
Estrada, head of Manila's 
anti-crime effort, told 
reporters before a meeting 
Tuesday of officials with 
President Fidel Ramos. 

APEC, which includes the 
United States, China and 
Japan, will hold its annual 
summit in the former U.S. 
naval base in Subic in the 
Philippines in late 1 996. 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korea’s cabinet ministers 
handed their resignations to 
newly-named Prime Minis- 
ter Lee Soo-Sung Tuesday 
to clear the way for what is 
expected to be a sweeping 
reshuffle. 

“The resignations were 
submitted during a cabinet 
meeting this morning,” a 
spokesman for the prime 
minister's office told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Lee, South Korea’s 
top legal scholar, was 
named prime minister 
Friday, replacing Lee 
Hong-Koo. He presided 
over the cabinet meeting for 
the first time since bis 
appointment was approved 
by parliament Monday. 

The reshuffle by 
President Kim Young-Sam, 
expected to affect 14 of 21 
ministers, is seen as an 
arrempt by Mr. Kim to dis- 
tance his administration 
from disgraced ex- 
Presidents Chun Doo Hwan 
and Roh Tae-Woo, both 
retired array generals. 

A large-scale reshuffle, 
expected laier Tuesday or 
early Wednesday, would 
include key economy-relat- 
ed ministers, including the 
head of the Finance and 
Economy Ministry'. 

The two front runner? for 
the post are Mr. Kim's chief 
of staff Han Seung-Soo and 
outgoing Minister of 
International Trade and 
Industry Park Jae-Yoon, a 
senior government official 
told Reuters. 


Unification Minister Rha 
Woong-Bae was also likely 
to be affected by the reshuf- 
fle, a ministry official told 
Reuters Tuesday. He did 
not elaborate. 

Yonhap said Rhee Sang- 
Woo, a professor at Seoul's 
Sogang University, and for- 
mer Foreign Minister Han 
Sung-Joo were candidates 
for the top policymaking 
position on unification with 
Communist North Korea. 
State radio and other news 
media have said several 
outgoing ministers were 
expected to run in parlia- 
mentary' elections in April. 

They’ said about 14 of 21 
ministries would get new 
heads and the cabinet 
change would be the most 
sweeping since last 
December when Mr. Kim 
replaced a similar number 
of ministers. 

Yonhap reported Tuesday 
that Mr. Kim had already 
notified each of the newly- 
appointed ministers. 

Lee Soo-Sung's appoint- 
ment as prime minister was 
seen an attempt to promote 
the rule of law in a country 
demoralised by a series of 
scandals that has left few 
untouched among the polit- 
ical and business elite. 

He is reported to have 
told Mr. Kim that conserva- 
tives who served under the 
previous governments of 
Mr. Roh and Mr. Chun 
should not get key posts in 
the new cabinet, urging his 
boss to carry out a thorough 
hou sec lean in a. 


Japan opposition candidates in close race — poll 


TOKYO (R) — The two 
candidates to be the new 
leader of Japan's main 
opposition party were in a 
l aeck-and-neck race for the 
post, an opinion poll said 
- Tuesday. 

■ _ The poll in the newspaper 
Nihon Keizai Shimbun said 
former Prime Minister 
Tsutomu Hata and political 
dngmaker Ichiro Ozawa 
;ach had about 40 per cent 
-support among members of 
'Shinshinto (New Frontier 


Party). 

The result of the election 
to replace former Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu, who 
is retiring as president of 
Shinshinto. will be 
announced on Dec. 2$. 

The election will be 
decided by a weighted vote 
of Shinshinto's 226 parlia- 
mentarians, its 490,000 
party members and any 
Japanese willing to pay 
1,000 Yen ($10) into party- 
coffers. 


The poll said Mr. Hata, 
prime minister for two 
months in 1994, was the 
clear favourite among non- 
members of Shinshinto. 

It said 70 per cent of non- 
party members polled said 
they preferred Mr. Hata to 
ME Ozawa, Shinshinto's 
secretary general and archi- 
tect of a merger of nine par- 
ties which formed 
Shinshinto. 

Other opinion polls have 
found that among • voters 


Shinshinto badly trails 
Prime Minister Tomiiehi 
Murayama’s 1 8-month-old 
coalition of his Socialist 
Party, (fie long-ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party 
and the small Sakigake 
Pany of Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura. 

General elections need not 
be held until mid- 1997 but 
most analysis expect Mr. 
Murayama to call a poll 
sometime after the end of 
next March. 


Famine hits N. Korea 
after floods, U.N. says 


GENEVA (R) — Famine is 
hitting rural areas of North 
Korea after devastating 
floods last summer and 
could spread rapidly unless 
more outside aid is sent in 
quickly, the United Nations 
said Monday. 

The world body's 
Department of Humanita- 
rian Affairs (DHA) said a 
team from the World Food 
Programme reported "huc- 
gerls widespread and mal- 
nutrition already a problem” 
in the three main provinces 
affected by the floods. 

“Famine conditions have 
been noted in some areas," 
said ihe DHA, which coor- 
dinates aid efforts by U.N. 
agencies, most vulnerable 
were children and women 
including pregnant women 
and nursing mothers. 

“There is a general fear 
that the flood damage will 
have a severe long-term 
effect- Large ureas, of arable 
land have been permanently 
lost, said the report. 

“There is serious damage 
to infrastructure such as 
roads, railways, bridges, 


power line*, pumping sta- 
tions. water pipes, spillways 
and coal mines.” 

The DHA report followed 
an appeal by me S'ajss- 
bosed Imcr-tiiiionai 

Committee of the Red Cross 
fiCRC) which >uld a: the 
weekend that 130,1)00 peo- 
ple were close to sturving. 

Tnc report sata ihe 
response to an apr.cid Lr. 
October for 3A.S million r.v 
the Rome- based World 
Fortd Prograiiinie, which is 
distributing supplies in rural 
areas, had Keen poor. 

“Serious problems could 
develop unless additional 
emergency aid, especially 
food, is provided soon” it 
stud 

ll said faiming families 
who lost their homes und 
most or all of this year's 
crop to ihe floods not cov- 
ered by North Korea's pub- 
lic distribution system and 
did not receive subsidised 
basic food rations. 

South Korea said earl:?r it 
w:i? not considering sending 
more rice to the die secre- 
tive Communist state. 


which despite the reported 
famine has pursued its long- 
st.mding propaganda war 
against Seoul. 

"Since North Korea has 
shown no signs of changing 
its altitude towards South- 
North Korea relations, we 
are not reviewing additional 
rice aid to North Korea,” a 
Unification Ministry 
spokesman &aid. 

Seoul sent 150.000 tonnes 
o: rice to Pyongyang as 
agreed between the two 
Korea* in Beijing in June. 

Torrential rains killed as 
many as 3(H) people and left 
500,000 homeless in 
August, Piero Calvi 
Parisetti, head of the 1CRC 
team in the isolated state, 
told Reuters in Beijing. 

Mr. Parisetti, who trav- 
elled extensively in North 
Korea in the past two 
month*, said about 130,000 
people were on the brink of 
famine after not receiving 
food rations — 200 kilo- 
grammes of grain per fami- 
ly — for five months. 

Tension between the two 
Koreas. still technically at 


says 

war since the 1950-53 
Korean War ended in a 
truce, has reached a new 
peak with both sides step- 
ping up surveillance. 

Seoul’s intelligence chief 
has said the North had 
amassed more than 90 
planes at three bases within 
40 kilometres of the demili- 
tarised zone. Some bombers 
had been advanced to with- 
in five minutes flying time 
of Seoul, he said. 

After the August floods, 
the ICRC appealed for five 
million Swiss francs ($4.3 
million) in donations. Mr. 
Parisetti said world 
response was meagre — 
just 60 per cent of that. 

. Conditions in North 
Korea were so bleak that the 
ICRC would now appeal for 
10 million francs ($8.6 mil- 
lion), he said. 

Reclusive North Korea 
viewed foreign aid until 
recently as a humiliating 
threat to its sovereignty. But 
it surprised the world at 
midyear by dropping its 
stubborn self-reliance and 
asking for help. 


Seoul parliament passes Kwangju massacre law 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korea’s parliament passed a 
law Tuesday ordered by 
President Kim Young-Sam 
to allow the punishment of 
two predecessors for the 
Kwangju massacre, a trage- 
dy that scarred the nation. 
Yonhap News Agency- 
reported. 

Chun Doo Hwan. the for- 
mer president most closely 
associated with the army's 
1980 slaughter of pro- 
democracy demonstrators, 
was reported to be danger- 
ously weak Tuesday'on. his 
17th day on hunger strike. 

The law was aimed at Mr. 
Chun and his co-conspirator 
in a 1979 coup that led to 
the killings, Roh Tae-Woo. 
Both are in detention. 

It makes possible < 
prosecution of Mr. Chun 


and Mr. Roh by adjusting 
tile 15-year statute ofli initia- 
tions to exclude ihe time 
they served in office. 

Mr. Chun, president from 
1980-88, has been arrested 
and detained un mutiny 
charges stemming from the 
coup and is expected to be 
formally indicted by Friday. 
He is also expected to be 
charged with bribery. 

Mr. Rob’s trial on bribery 
charges began Monday and 
he is also expected to be 
charged with mutiny. 

Almost 200 people were 
killed by official count 
when combat-trained para- 
troopers from the Special 
Warfare Command stormed 
Kwangju to put down a citi- 
zen’s revolt against a 
widening or mania! law in 
May. i980 ordered by Mr. 


Chun. 

Residents of the south- 
eastern city say thousands 
perished in street battles 
between troops and pro- 
democracy rebels who raid- 
ed local armouries and 
seized control of the city 
centre. 

Kim Young-Sam, then an 
opposition leader, was 
among dissidents, journal- 
ists and politicians rounded 
up by martial law authori- 
ties during that time. He 
spent two years under house 
arrest. 

Yonhap said those con- 
victed For opposing the 

1979 coup and leading -the 

1980 pro-democracy revolt 
would be allowed to appeal 
against their sentences 
under the new law. 

Mr. Chun has refused all' 


solid food since his arrest 
on Dec. 3. The Korea 
Herald newspaper quoted 
Justice Ministry sources as 
saying authorties were get- 
ting ready to shift Mr. Chun 
to hospital. 

Lawyer Lee Yang-Woo 
was quoted by news reports 
as saying Mr. Chuns’s 
health had deteriorated. 

“He was not able to under- 
stand well our conversation. 
He showed signs of dizzi- 
ness, and could not remem- 
ber some things.” 

Yonhap quoted Chun Jae- 
Kuk as saying his father 
was losing his faculties. 

“Since he has not been 
eating for so long, his eyes 
and ears have gone weak 
and he is unable to read, and 
his voice is also very weak,’’ 
he' said. 
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onflict at ‘choke point 9 


| THE MINIWAR between Eritrea and Ye- 
> men that erupted over the weekend conforms 
i strictly to the West Aslan pattern. This is 
! that two small countries which have been 
j peaceful neighbours for decades suddenly 
' start attacking each other without either 
; providing any obvious provocation, grabbing 
j each other's territory, bombing from the air 
1 and taking prisoners. Why? 

AH that foreign observers need to do to 
■ answer the question is to go to the scene and 
1 take a deep breath of air, which will, 
i invariably, have the smell of oil. So is the 
: case this time. Eritrea and Yemen began 
; leasing exploration rights to Western oil 
i companies ineluctably rousing the acquisitive 
: and competitive interest of the two states and 
j leading to open hostilities. 

The oil motivation makes some sense but 
j the only other motivation, competitive 
i sovereignty, does not though there is a 
: history of such a competition going back to 
; ihe time when Britain was the local overlord 
: — when its suzerainty was challenged, at 
j various times, by Ethiopia, which at that 
! time included Eritrea. 

| At the present it would be absurd for 
I either or both to imagine that they could 
I claim overlordship and control of the Straits 
[ of Bab A1 Mandeb, between the Red Sea and 
j the Indian Ocean, for this is one of the 
j world’s most strategic “choke points” which 
j the major states, the Great Powers, would 
! have to keep open for free navigation. (Like 
| the Suez Canal at the upper end of the Red 
! Sea and the Straits of Malacca between the 
i Pacific and Indian oceans). 

Not even serious oil interests can be 
I allowed to endanger such a strategic “choke 
| point” so that Yemen and Eritrea, like a 
j couple of naughty children, will have to be 
j brought to order by the Big Powers. Indeed 
| the Arab League has naturally come down on 
| the side of its Arab brothers in Yemen which 
j has angered the partially Christian Eritreans 
j who as fighters are very experienced; they 
I seem to be doing better, so far, in whatever 
i fighting has been taking place. . 

| This futile episode very clearly reveals the 
; danger produced by the combination of small 
j countries with strong nationalist feelings, a 
; danger afflicting both Yemen and Eritrea. 

I iae current absurdity was brilliantly fore- 
; cast by the master satirist, the British 
novelist Evelyn Waugh, in his novel “Scoop” 

’ which would richly repay rereading at this 
; time. 


i ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

i 

j A WRITER in A1 Dus tour welcomed the start of dialogue 
j between the government and professional associations as a 
. means of removing tension between them. Mohammad 
! Daoud said that there is no justification whatsoever for 
! politicising the professional work and imposing on union 
j members certain political ideologies. It is well-known that 
; members of the professional associations are involved in 
: political parties' activities and these members are trying to 

■ dominate the unions and imposing their views on the 
| independent members, he said. Furthermore, these mem- 
i bers are affiliated with their political parties more than they 

■ have with their respective professions, giving priority to 
. political work over professional activities with the result 
j that nothing is done to improve the standard of the 
i professions. According to the writer, the unions are duty 
; bound to give due attention to improving their professions 

■ and safeguarding the interests of the union members, 
i helping them to find jobs. As to political activities, he said, 
| each member has the right to choose any political path but 
| must not impose political views on other members. He said 
1 that political activities can best be exercised through the 

■ political parties and in Parliament. 

■ AL ASWAQ daily defended Jordan’s call to the Iraqi 
l opposition groups and others to meet in Jordan and discuss 
: ways for preserving Iraq's unity in the face of the grave 
j dangers it is facing at the moment. Jordan was proved right 
' in its call for resolving the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and to 
i work out an Arab solution to the problem and it is again 
j trying to find a formula that would secure the territorial 
: integrity and sovereignty of Iraq, said the paper. Jordan is 
1 calling on the various groups to meet and fend off the 
j danger posed to the Iraqi people, who are now .facing 
‘ starvation, and save the nation from foreign intervention, 
l said the paper. It is regrettable to see certain Arab states, 

• which have massed troops against Iraq in the Gulf war and 
: allowed the foreign forces to destroy Iraq, trying to 
j obstruct Jordan's moves to save the Iraqi people and 
; casting suspicion on the Jordanian endeavours, continued 

• the daily. By casting doubts on Jordan's call for a dialogue 
among the various Iraqi groups and factions, it' said these 

i Arab forces are trying to prevent an end to the Iraqi 
j people's ordeal. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


It looks like Dole 


THE OFFICIAL opening 
of the 1996 presidential 
primary elections are a little 
more titan one month away. 
It is now certain that Bill 
Clinton will be the Demo- 
cratic nominee as he seeks 
reelection in November of 
1996. He will be uncon- 
tested in the primaries, 
which is a somewhat sur- 
prising development since 
only one year ago there was 
widespread speculation that 
he would face a challenge 
from within his own party. 

For the Republican Par- 
ty. the stakes are extremely 
high, with nine candidates 
competing to become their 
party's nominee to chal- 
lenge Bill Clinton's reelec- 
tion bid. 

These nine Republican 
candidates have been cam- 
paigning for more than one 
year now. and have already 
raised more than $100 mil- 
lion in campaign contribu- 
tions. They have been criss- 
crossing the country raising 
money, recruiting suppor- 
ters. building grassroots 
organisations, refining their 
campaign themes and 
blueprints for governing, 
securing endorsements 
from prominent Republi- 
cans. and debating one 
another on television, radio 
and before local audiences. 
More recently, they have 
begun to spend millions of 
dollars on all-important 30 
and 60 second television 
advertisements in an effort 
to build broad support for 
their candidacies. 

Despite this marathon 
effort, a recent poll shows 
that the public has not yet 
begun to focus on either the 
campaign or the candidates. 
Seventy-five per cent of 
Americans could not name 
two of the candidates run- 
ning for the Republican 
presidential nomination. 

To be fair, this state of 
affairs is not the fault of the 
candidates. They have been un- 
able to break through into 
the national media. The top 
nightly news stories that 
have commanded national 
attention over the past six 
months have been: The 
Oklahoma City bombing, 
the O.J: Simpson trial, the 
Colin Powell book tour and 
campaign flirtation, the 
Rabin assassination, the 
budget battles and the shut- 
down of the government 
and the Bosnia debate. 

With all of these events 
dominating the news, most 


Republican candidates 
couldn't break through to 
draw public attention to 
their campaigns. 

While all of the other 
candidates have suffered. 
Senator Robert Dole, the 
Republican majority leader 
in rhe U.S. Senate, has 
been (be only beneficiary of 
this effective media black- 
out. He began 1995 as the 
frontrunner in the Repub- 
lican campaign to challenge 
Bill Clinton, and he ends 
the year in much the same 
position. 

This media squeeze 
caused Mr. Dole to slip in 
the polls. He now trails Mr. 
Clinton by as much as 19 
per cent in one recent poll. 
But in most national polls 
focusing on the Republican 
contest. Mr. Dole's still the 
clear leader, drawing over 
40 per cent in most Repub- 
lican primary polls. No 
other Republican candidate 
has exceeded 10 per cent. 

Following Mr. Dole are 
Texas Senator Phil Gramm 
and political commentator 
Par Buchanan, averaging 
only between 7 percent and 
9 per cent. Fourth place has 
been taken by millionaire 
magazine publisher Steve 
Forbes who varies between 
5 per cent and 6 per cent. 
Mr. Forbes, who only re- 
cently entered the race, has 
achieved this position by 
spending millions of dollars 
on television ads and taking 
advantage of the fact that 
many Republicans know 
the name of his popular 
business magazine. 
“Forbes.” 

Senator Richard Lugar 
and former governor Lamar 
Alexander are next in the 
polls, followed by Con- 
gressman Bob Doman. for- 
mer Reagan administration 
U.N. official Alan Keyes 
and midwestem Republican 
businessman Mony Taylor, 
all of whom rarely break 2 
per cent. It is worth noting, 
however, that in every poll 
at least 25 per cent of Re- 
publican voters say they 
have not yet decided whom 
they would support. 

As it stands. Mr. Dole 
seems to be the runaway 
favourite to win the Repub'-' 
lican k'nominatibnr His 
standing Tri~ the national 
polls is dominant. He has 
emerged somewhat 
weakened from the sha- 
dows of Colin Powell and 
House Speaker Newt Ging- 
rich. but is still clearly the 


favourite of rhe Republican 
establishment. He has 
earned the endorsement of 
most major Republican 
leaders nationwide. 
Already 19 of the 30 Re- 
publican governors have 
endorsed Mr. Dole's can- 
didacy. while Mr. Gramm 
has secured the endorse- 
ment of only two governors 
and Mr. Alexander only 
one. Finally. Mr. Dole has 
raised more money and is 
better known than all of the 
other candidates in the 
race. 

With the process set to 
begin in about a month, and 
with over two-thirds of all 
states to have completed 
their delegate selection pro- 
cess within two months (by 
the end of March), it might 
appear that Mr. Dole could 
rest assured of victory. 

But that is not the case. 
The nomination is not won 
by the leader of the national 
ppljjs. but to the candidate 
who emerges victorious 
from, a gruelling state-by- 
state election process. And 
for Mr. Dole, there may be 
some landmines in the pro- 
cess. 

The first four states in the 
cycle to hold their elections 
are Hawaii. Alaska.* 
Louisiana and Iowa. In 
each of these states Repub- 
lican voters will go to cau- 
cuses to vote for their 
favourite' candidate. The 
caucuses are a unique 
democratic experience. 
Caucuses are held in 
numerous locations dis- 
bursed throughout the 
state, in schools or other 
public buildings. Instead of 
casting a ballot, voters at 
the caucuses go into a room 
and in a meeting publicly 
declare their support for the 
candidate of their choice. 

Because caucuses are in- 
volved. time-consuming 
and public events, they tra- 
ditionally draw only-a small 
percentage of the afi Re- 
publican voters. They are. 
therefore, also unpredict- 
able: the candidate who 
wins is the one with the best 
organisation who can get 
out voters in districts and 
precincts ail across the state 
to Support his campaign: 

Because of a dispute be- 
tween' other slates and Iowa 
over which state is to hold 
the first caucuses in the 
nation and the unusual sig- 
nificance of Iowa for the 
national media (Iowa is tra- 
ditionally first, but this year 


the other three states have 
scheduled their events even 
earlier), most candidates 
have not signed up to par- 
ticipate in the Hawaii. Alas- 
ka and Louisiana events. 

If Mr. Gramm out- 
oreanises the others (he is 
counting on winning at least 
Louisiana, which borders 
his home state of Texas), he 
may be able to come into 
Iowa with some momentum 
and national press cover- 
age. and may inspire more 
Iowa Republican voters to 
support his candidacy over 
that of his nearest rivals(Mr. 
Buchanan and Mr. Alexan- 
der) to declare a two-man 
race between himself and 
Mr. Dole. 

Mr. Dole must produce a 
big victory in Iowa, where 
he is often referred to as the 
state's "third Senator" be- 
cause his home state of 
Kansas borders Iowa and 
shares many of its concerns. 
Failure to do so would tar- 
nish his image as the un- 
beatable frontrunner and 
probably help his rivals to 
raise renewed enthusiasm 
and money for their cam- 
paigns. 

The first primary state is 
New Hampshire, where vo- 
ters engage in a more tradi- 
tional election of going into 
booths to cast secret bal- 
lots. While Mr. Dole is the 
leader in New Hampshire. 
Mr. Buchanan has scored 
well in the state and could 
embarrass Mr. Dole with a 
strong showing. It should 
be recalled that Mr. Bucha- 
nan won 39 per cent of the 
New Hampshire vote in 
1992. hurting George 
Bush's image as the Repub- 
lican leader. Mr. Alexander 
and Mr. Forbes have also 
been spending considerable 
time and money in New 
Hampshire, hoping to cata- 
pult themselves into the 
media spotlight by shrink- 
ing Mr. Dole's margin in 
the state. 

The logic of the process is 
such that if any of the candi- 
dates can perform better 
than expected while Mr. 
Dole fails to meet expecta- 
tions. the media will paint 
Mr. Dole as a weakened 
candidate. This would in 
turn give hope to the Re- 
publican Senator's most se- 
rious challengers (Mr. 
Gramm. Mr. Forbes. Mr. 
Buchanan and Mr. Alexan- 
der) that Republican voters 
in other states will pay more 
attention to them and build 


a momentum so that they 
will be able to carry into the 
next state's contests. 

In addition to rhe elector- 
al factors which may affect 
the race, some external in- 
fluences may also affect Mr. 
Dole's chances. Conserva- 
tives are furious at the 
Senator’s leadership in sup- 
port of President Clinton's 
position on Bosnia. And as 
Republican majority leader 
' in the Senate, he faces >ome 
difficult weeks of budget 
negotiations ahead. A 
strategy of compromise 
with the White House and 
Republican moderates 
which succeeds in the leg- 
islative arena may weaken 
Mr. Dole's standing as a 
candidate in the Republican 
primaries and caucuses, 
where conservative voters 
usually dominate. 

But what will help Sena- 
tor Dole's chances is rhe 
fact that, unlike previous 
years, the campaign process 
is highly compressed. In the 
past' the state-by-state vot- 
ing was spread "out over a 
six month period, giving 
candidates who start off 
slowly a chance to build 
momentum and turn the 
race around in later con- 
tests. Although the process 
still lasts until June, this 
year the bulk of the states 
will vote before the end of 
March. This may be too 
short a time period for the 
frontrunner to be both chal- 
lenged and beaten. 

Additionally, there is as 
vet no clear second place 
candidate in the race for the 
Republican nomination be- 
hind Mr. Dole. Even if Mr. 
Dole is weakened, it is un- 
clear which of his four ma- 
jor challengers will gain 
strength. In all likelihood, 
all four will gain a little and. 
in effect, cancel each other 
out. 

The big picture looks be- 
nign for the Kansas senator; 
but when looking at the 
details; some difficulties be- 
gin to appear on his path to 
becoming the 19% Republi- 
can presidential nominee. It 
still appears 1 that he can 
win. But he will have to 
campaign hard, organise , 
effectively and avoid making I 
any serious mistakes. 

The best guess at the end 
of 1995 is that in November 
of 1996 Mr. Dole will be the . 
Republican who will chal- | 
lenge Bill Clinton s bid for 
reelection. j 



Books 
a-go go 

A DEAR friend of mine 
once related to me a con- 
versation that took place 
between biro and his father 
in the early seventies, as 
they drove through one of 
Amman 's poshest suburbs. 
In those early days, the 
transformation from 

ploughed fields to residen- 
tial area was far from com- 
plete; but the opulence of 
the villas already standing 
was indicative of things to 
come. The father asked his 
son what he thought was 
the most remarkable fea- 
ture of all these gems of 
architecture. The young 
man wondered. Could it be 
the grandiose scale? The 
lavish use of marble? The 
arches that pop up inex- 
plicably. noi to say unnec- 
essarily? Or could it be 
the wails that slant instead 
of standing upright, thus 
creating a premeditated 
waste of space? The con- 
jecture was off the mark by 
a mile. What was most 
' striking, in the father's 
opinion, was that in all 
those grand mansions, one 
would be hard pressed to 
find a single well-thumbed 
book. 

While I agree that the 
Jordanians who would 
show you with pride their 
libraries are lamentably 
few, nevertheless I main- 
tain that, in making this 
statement, with its implicit 
nonnative judgement, the 
sagacious father may have 
been somewhat harsh. 
After all. what we miss out 
on in reading, we make up 
for with conversation, in 
keeping with our noble 
oral tradition. Such is the 
Arab's fascination with the 
human voice, particularly 
when unleashed in an epic 
exercise of oratory, that 
one could remain spell- 
bound by it for hours on 
end, regardless of what 
unadulterated nonsense 
that voice utters. 

As for the written word, 
it is by no means neglected 
in our society. Every day, 
people buy our dailies and 
scan the obituary pages for 
some departed relation of a 
friend whose family should 
be consoled. Every week 
people avidly buy. read and 
even memorise the Arabic 
glamour magazines which 
publish the latest gossip 
and scandal among Egypt’s 
actors and actresses. For 
the more serious reader oui 
book shops are replete with 
the latest bijoux from 
Harold Robbins. Judith 
Krantz, Sidney Sheldon, 
and Tom Gancey. Arabic 
book shops, not to be out- 
done, chip in with their 
enormous stock of varia- 
tions on some grand con- 
spiracy theory. 

And what of our public 
libraries? More to the 
point, where are our public 
libraries? I know of one, 
stuck in the middle of 
downtown, where the 
daunting traffic jams and 
unavailability of parking 
spaces are sufficient to 
deter any reader from 
going to seek books that 
are not likely to be there. 
But it must not be assumed 
for one second that we are 
not attentive to the need for 
public libraries. In fact 
there is a special depart- 
ment for documentation, 
national archives, and pub- 
lic libraries, whose staff 
increases annually with 
every batch of graduates 
from our myriad public 
and private universities. 

Which reminds me. Is if 
not remarkable that 

Jordan’s airport is probably 
the only one in the world 
without a bookstand or 
even a news stand? Three 
cheers for the honesty of 
the airport authority, which 
dropped all pretences and 
replaced the book shop by 
a clothes boutique. After 
aH- a self-respecting 

Jordanian has so many sig- 
natures on his apparel, that 
it constitutes reading mate- 
rial in its own right. 


U.S. -British capitalism or Europe’s 
model of ‘social’ capitalism? 


By William Pfaff 

PARIS — Newsweek has 
written that the strikes 
which currently disrupt 
France’s society and eco- 
nomy are a futile attempt to 
deny the reality that the 
Europeans' "easy life" is 
over. The implacable evolu- 
tion of the global economy 
means no more free univer- 
sal health care in Europe, 
the magazine says. 

And no more free univer- 
sities. No more generous 
unemployment benefits. No 
more subsidized orchestras 
and opera and ballet com- 
panies. From now on Euro- 
peans will have to live pin- 
ched and mean lives — just 
like modern Americans, the 
magazine seems to be 
announcing, with grim 
satisfaction. 

Newsweek is correct to 
the extent that what is going 
on in France, in the guise of 
a defence of various estab- 
lished privileges, or abuses, 
is an inarticulate refusal 
(which enjoys the sympathy 
of a majority of the French) 
to accept the version of 
capitalism now practiced in 
the United States and Bri- 
tain. 

This is not the capitalism 
of Adam Smith. It is the 
new economic ideology 
which has emerged in 
American and British uni- 
versities and editorial 
rooms during the past 15 
years. 

I am not speaking of 
monetarism, which is an in- 
novative and useful inter- 
pretation of economic 
forces, although certainly 
not a comprehensive or in- 
fallible one. I am talking 
about two arguments cur- 
rently made in the United 
States and Britain, which 


have become extremely in- 
fluential elsewhere, includ- 
ing in Brussels, the Euro- 
pean Union's (EU) head- 
quarters. 

The first argument main- 
tains that totally unfettered 
trade among societies at all 
levels of economic, social, 
and political development is 
an unqualified good and 
will eventually produce a 
better life for all who take 
part in this trading system. 

There is no reliable evi- 
dence that this is true. The 
argument relies on the ex- 
perience of the advanced 
industrial countries' trade 
with one another since the 
end of World War II. This 
has been trade among 
societies at roughly the 
same level of industrial 
sophistication. 

Japan, industrially back- 
ward in 1945, subsequently 
prospered through a policy 
of domestic protectionism 
and exploitation of open 
markets in the United 
States and Europe, and 
thereby joined the ranks of 
the advanced industrial eco- 
nomies. But Japan still re- 
sists the open trade policy 
demanded by Washington. 

The argument expresses 
a theory about the future 
which rests upon observa- 
tions made by David Ricar- 
do (1771-1823) on the trade 
relationships of his day, 
which bear little resembl- 
ance to those of the con- 
temporary global economy. 
The current empirical evi- 
dence concerning global- 
ised trade's effect on living 
standards in the advanced 
industrial countries in nega- 
tive. American living stan- 
dards have fallen since 
1980. 

The second argument 
says that the sole appropri- 


ate criterion for corporate 
decisions, is return on in- 
vested capital, and that any 
other consideration, includ- 
ing concern for the well- 
being of the workforce and 
of the community in which 
the corporation functions, 
distorts economic rational- 
ity. The concept of a “social 
return” on investment, or 
of a corporate social re- 
sponsibility. is peremptorily 
and arbitrarily ruled out by 
this theory. 


This, too, is sheer ideolo- 
and a pernicious one 
use it tends to destroy 
the well-being of living peo- 
ple for the sake of a utopian 
future. 

The most bizarre feature 
of today’s politico- 
economic scene is that capi- 
talism, in the form currently 
taught in American and 
European schools of man- 
agement, and practiced by 
international corporations, 
is behaving as Leninism and 
Stalinism did in the first half 
of this century. It is des- 
troying the prosperity or 
livelihood of millions for 
the sake of the promised 
well-being of generations to 


come. This is not only intel- 
lectually disreputable, it is 
immoral. 

This economic ideology 
has turned American capi- 
talism from the machine for 
creating wealth and impro- 
ving human lives tbat it was 
from 1940 to 1980, into a 
machine for impoverishing 
society and destroying em- 
ployment — to the benefit, 
chiefly, of a narrow class of 
corporate managers and a 
somewhat larger class of 


corporate investors. 

The American worker 
without a college education 
made $11.23 an hour in 
1979, on average. In 1993 
be made $9.92, in inflation- 
adjusted dollars. The 
university-educated em- 
ployee made $15.52 in 1979 
and in 1993 was up to 
$15.71, a 19-cent gain. The 
average chief executive 
officer of a large American 
company made some 40 
times the wage of an aver- 
age worker two decades 
ago, and now makes 190 
times a worker's salary, 
according to a sampling of 
executive compensation in 
424 very large companies,. 


cited recently in The New 
Yorker. 

Americans have accepted 
a lowering of their living 
standards during the last 
decade and a half with 
strange docility. The 
French are not a docile peo- 
ple. 

The convulsion now grip- 
ping France is not a consi- 
dered affair. It is inspired 
by many selfish and corpor- 
ate interests among the 
strikers. But it also defends 
that European version of 
capitalism which is called 
social capitalism or "Rhine- 
land capitalism" (because it 
has been most successful in 
Germany). 

The European model has 
held that social return, or 
social responsibility, is as 
important as investment re- 
turn to the enterprise, and 
is essential to the society in 

which the corporation func- 
tions. This model is under 
intellectual and economic 
attack from the ideology 
now uncritically prom- 
ulgated by Democratic as 
well as Republican adminis- 
trations in the United 
States, and by Britain’s 
Conservatives. 

The battle continues, in 
part because the Anglo- 
American trade ideology is 
rejected by Japan and the 
Asian "tiger” economies, 
all of them protectionist in 
fact if not in name. The new 
ideology has made substan- 
tial gains in Europe, which 
is why this upheaval in 
France is so interesting. 

Without intending to be 
so, it has become a cam- 
paign in the struggle over 
the social and economic fu- 
ture of Europe — and 
perha ps of Am erica as well.. 

f-os Angeles 77mes 


“The most bizarre feature of today’s 
politico-economic scene is that capital- 
ism, in the form currently taught In 
American and European schools of 
management, and practiced by inter- 
national corporations, is behaving as 
Leninism and S talinis m did in the first 

half of this century." 
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t NEWS IN BRIEF 

f. 

• 4 sentenced to death for kilting Turkish minister 

ANKARA (AFP) An Ankara court has passed the 
death sentence on four members of the extreme left group 

I Dev-So! found guilty of killing former Justice Minister 
L», Mehmet Topac, the Anatolia news agenev said Tuesday. 
5\’ Death sentences have been commuted in Turkey since the 

I 1980s. Four other people were each sentenced 'to 15-year 
i prison terms for “belonging to an illegal organisation" 

I I (Dev-Sol) and another was acquitted because of insuffi- 
H dent evidence, the agency said. Dev-Sol. which has been 
1 known as the Revolutionary People's Liberation Party 

_ (DHKP) for the past year, claimed responsibility for the 
murder in September 1994 of Topac in a message pinned to 
'..his body. 

- : Zerouai has overseas eye operation — report 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Algerian President Liamine Zerouai. 
whose absence from public life in recent days has fired 
Tumours that he had been anacked. has been abroad for an 
. 1 eye operation, the independant daily Al Watan said 
Tuesday. Al Watan. in an article entitled: “The health of 
■ the president, a state secret?” asked why authorities 
*i preferred to keep the operation a secret and allowed 
: rumours about an attack against the president to circulate 
; .s instead. No official confirmation of the report was avail- 
able. “What misdeed or secret is there to hide by not 
> announcing through a statement from his persona! doctor 
or the presidency that President Zerouai had an eye 
. . operation overseas," the daily asked, without naming the 
country concerned. 

. Rushdie injured by oncoming sewage truck 

. SYDNEY (AP) — For years, author Salman Rushdie has 
V eluded an Iranian Islamic leader's death sentence . Over the ■ 
weekend, though, he couldn't elude an oncoming sewage 
truck. Mr. Rushdie was siighrjy hurt Saturday night when 
the car in which he was riding crossed a highway, grazed 
the truck and hit a tree, his publisher confirmed Monday. 
After the accident, truck driver Jake Strybis told the 

- Sydney Morning Herald that police asked him if he had any 
Muslim connections. When Mr. Strybis asked why. a police 
officer said, "because that bloke over there is Salman 

' ■ Rushdie," Mr. Strybis told the newspaper. 

i Cyprus wants U.S. guarantee on Turkey deal 

. NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus wants guarantees from the 
7* United States that Turkey will not be allowed to use against 
■ ■the island any of the deep-strike missiles it is set to buy 

• from Washington, an official said on Tuesday. The Cypriot 
government has described the proposed sale of 120 army 
tactical missile systems by the U.S. to Turkey, whose 
troops occupy the northern third of Cyprus, as an 

.. "unfriendly act.” Cyprus government spokesman Yianna- 
kis Cassoulides told reporters a protest has been made to 
the U.S. State Department. 

Italian aid worker kidnapped in Somalia 

MOGADISHU (R) — Somali gunmen have kidnapped an 
Italian aid worker on a road outside the capital Mogadishu, 
witnesses said on Tuesday. In Nairobi, the Italian embassy 
named the man kidnapped on Monday as Marco Lorenzet- 
ti.Jfrom Ferrara in northern Italy, and said he worked for 
the Italian non-governmental organisation fNGO) CEFA. 
“He was kidnapped yesterday by a group of around 20 
armed men. We are* investigating the incident — Ugo 
Astuto. a senior information officer at the embassy told 

- Reuters. Several Italians have been kidnapped or killed in 
v the lawless Horn of Africa country in the last two years. 

Nateq No m favoured to succeed Rafsanjani 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The president of the Iranian parlia- 
ment, Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri, is a likely successor to 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani in the next 
elections, a senior official said Tuesday. Mohammad Javed 
Larijani, an influential conservative deputy told Iran News 
'that Mr. Nateq Nouri was a favourite choice for the 
.. Association of Militant Clergy, a religious and political 
organisation which dominates the Iranian establishment. 
Mr. Rafsanjani, who is serving his second term in office, is 
not allowed under the constitution to return for the post in 

• the next presidential elections to be heid in June 1997. 

. Oman’s finance, economy ministry split in two 

MUSCAT (AFP) — Oman's post of deputy prime minister 
' for financial and economic affairs will now be split into two 
jobs whose holders will have the rank of minister, Sultan 

- Qaboos announced on Tuesday. Ahmad Ben Abdul Nabi 
Maki, who held the old post temporarily to replace Qais 

. . Abdul Moneim Al Zawawi who was killed in a September 
car crash, was appointed minister of the national economy, 
the Omani news Agency (ON A) said. Mr. M&fci, who was 
civil service minister, will also head the ministry of financial 
affairs ’jntil a minister is selected. Sheikh Abdul Aziz Ben 
Matar /J Aziz, the former governor of the Nizwa region 
150 kilometres southwest of Muscat, was appointed the 
: new civil service minister. 


80 % of Palestinians will vote for 
pro-peace candidates, poll says 


Arafat holds talks in Doha 


NABLUS (AFP) — Eighty- 
five per cent of voters in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
will choose pro-peace candi- 
dates in next month’s election 
of a Palestinian self-rule 
council, according to a poll 
published Tuesday. 

The survey by the Centre 
for Palestine Research and 
Studies, said 68-5 per cent of 
those questioned said they 
would vote for Yasser Arafat 
for the post of president of 
the autonomy government's 
executive council. 

It said 17.7 per cent would 
choose another candidate for 
president and 13.8 per cent 
were undecided or did not 
plan to participate. So far 
only two other candidates 
have said they will run 
against Mr. Arafat. 

More than a million 
Palestinians are due to vote 
in the January 20 polls that 
will elect . an 83-member, 
national council and presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Arafat has headed the 
provisional Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
government which has led the 
autonomous territories for 
the past 17 months. 

The survey, which ques- 


tioned 1.168 people in the 
West Bank and 737 in the 
Gaza Strip between Dec. 7 
and 10, indicated that only 17 
per cent of electors planned 
to vote for candidates 
opposed to Mr. Arafat's li- 
mited land-for-peace agree- 
ments with Israel. 

More than 70 per cent said 
they would ignore calls from 
the fundamentalist Islamic 
Resistance Movement, 
Hamas, to boycott the elec- 
tion. Fourteen per cent said 
they would not vote and 15 
per cent remain undecided. 

It said 55 per cent planned 
to vote for candidates from 
Mr. Arafat's Fateh move- 
ment, 10 per cent for Hamas 
if it presents candidates and 
25 per cent for independent 
candidates or no one. 

Under the peace agree- 
ments, Israel has turned mosr 
of the Gaza Strip and four of 
the seven biggest West Bank 
towns over to Palestinian 
rule. Israeli troops are due to 
withdraw from Bethlehem 
late Thursday and Ramaltah 
next week. 

Hebron, where 400 mili- 
tant Jewish settlers live amid 
120,000 Palestinians, will be 
only parrially granted self- 


rule next March. 

Voters listed their top con- 
cerns as unemployment, 
which was the main worry of 
-47 per cent of those ques- 
tioned, followed by Lhe 
“abandonment of religion" 
(24 per cent), poverty (10 per 
cent) and lack of civil liber- 
ties (eight per cent). 

Sixty-eight per cent said 
they expected the vote to be 
“free, fair and beneficial to 
Palestinian autonomy” and 
52 per cent said they trusted 
that the peace process will 
move forward despite last 
month's assassination of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin. 

Meanwhile, a separate poll 
of Palestinian voters by the 
Jerusalem Media and Com- 
munications Centre showed 
that women were more 
sceptical about the peace pro- 
cess than men. 

While the survey of 1.250 
found last 50 per cent of 
Palestinian men were “very 
optimistic” about the future 
under self-rule as opposed to 
40 per cent of women. 

Twelve per cent of the men 
said they were "very pessi- 
mistic" about the peace pro- 
cess, compared to 21 per cent 
of the women. 


Iraqi defector in A mma n 
wary of opposition talks 


By Suleiman Al Khalidi 
AMMAN (R) — Iraqi defec- 
tor Lieutenant-General Hus- 
sein Kamel said on Monday 
he had not decided whether 
to attend a conference of 
Iraqi opposition groups, 
proposed by Jordan, until he 
knew “its aim and partici- 
pants." 

Gen. Hussein Kamel was 
speaking to Reuters by tele- 
phone from a secret location 
in Amman where he has shel- 
tered since fleeing from Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
on Aug. 8. 

“We have not decided up 
to now (whether) to attend 
the conference, until we 
know the conference's objec- 
tive. its programme and at 
the same time who is attend- 
ing," he said. 

Officials said the defector, 
who ran Iraq's secret military 
programme, had been in- 
censed at reports that some 
Iraqi opposition groups had 
asked Jordan to exclude him 


from a broad opposition Jor- 
dan hoped would be laun- 
ched by the meeting. 

Gen. Hussein Kamel has 
countered by branding some 
of those based in London and 
Tehran as foreign puppets, 
and appeared to underline his 
opposition to them by saying 
on Monday he would object 
to the presence of what he 
termed "Iranians” within the 
Iraqi opposition. 

One of- Iraqi fragmented 
opposition groups, the Sup- 
reme Council for Islamic Re- 
volution in Iraq, is based in 
Tehran. Other groups have 
bases in Damascus and Lon- 
don, and share little other 
than their dislike for Pres- 
ident Saddam. 

Gen. Hussein Kamel is the 
most senior Iraqi official to 
defect from Iraq, and fled to 
Jordan with his brother Bad- 
dam Kamel and their wives 
— daughters of the Iraqi 
president. 

King Hussein, after talks 


Rabin assassin on trial 


(Continued from page 1) 

white dress shin and gray- 
and-white sweater slung over 
his shoulders. 

He spoke only a few 
words, as if to himself. 
"What is being done to 
Avishai Raviv is wrong. 
Avishai Raviv is the best guy 
in the country," he said, 
without further explanation. 

Raviv. a friend of Amir s 
and a right-wing activist, has 
been accused of being an 
informer for the Shin Bet 
security service. 

After sitting down in the 
dock, Amir smiled and 


jokingly drew his hand across 
his throat, as if to signal he 
was in for a hanging. He 
chewed gum in an apparent 
show of contempt for the 
proceedings and waved to his 
parents, Geula and Shlomo. 
who sat in the second row. 

Amir's father prayed quiet- 
ly. swaying back and forth in 
his seat, Mrs. Amir told re- 
porters: “Don't envy me." 

At the end of the session. 
Amir’s father walked up to 
one of Mr. Rabin’s closest 
aides. Eitan Haber. ■ t 
asked for forgiveness. Mr. 
Haber said he told the elder 
Amir to stay away. 


with U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, called 
on Saturday for a meeting of 
Iraqi dissidents to plan a new 
direction for their country. 

Some Iraqi exile groups 
have shunned Gen. Hussein 
Kamel because of his role in 
the Iraqi government, includ- 
ing the brutal suppression of 
a Shiite rebellion in 1991. 

Gen. Hussein Kamel told 
Reuters he wanted to speed 
up the steps to bring change 
in Iraq and alleviate suffering 
there. This, he said, “re- 
quires... consolidating the 
unity of serious and construc- 
tive opposition work, and 
secondly escalating struggle 
and the most effective means 
to achieve an end of the 
regime. 

Diplomats have warned phat 
a meeting of the Iraqi opposi- 
tion could backfire if it 
showed division rather than 
unity in the ranks of those 
seeking to overthrow presi- 
dent Saddam. 


Russia 

(Continued from page 1) 
muni ties. 

•LDPR leader Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, who estimated 
he would control 55 seats, 
ruled out any formal 
alliances, although his party 
cold hold the balance of pow- 
er in the lower chamber. 

"We are not going to enter 
a coalition with anyone," he 
said. "We will help those 
parties and concrete ideas 
that will strengthen the state 
and the economy," he added. 

Mr. Yeltsin has declared 
that nothing will make him 
change the course of bis re- 
forms. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Kuwait. He goes to the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates on 
Wednesday. 

Hie diplomat said: "Be 
sure, it is not a talk for 
reconciliation. We never had 
serious differences. We are 
brothers and we are always 
one. 

"What we are trying now 
to do is deepen our relations, 
now that the State of Pales- 
tine is being bom again in our 
land." 

Mr. Arafat told a news 
conference late on Monday 
East Jerusalem would be the 
capital of the Palestinian 
state. 

“The city of Jerusalem can 
be made like Rome where 
both the Vatican and the 
Italian government have their 
capitals. Likewise, Israel can 
have its capital in the West 
and Palestine in the East, he 
said. 

"However, the issue of 
Jerusalem will be taken up in 
the final phase of the negotia- 
tions along with other issues, 
tike Jewish settlements and 
displaced Palestinians," he 


said. 

Mr. Arafat said his self- 
rule authority was facing an 
acute financial crunch due to 
the slow disbursement of aid 
from donor countries. 

“They had pledged $720 
million in the first year. But 
so far we have received only 
$125 million. This has 
seriously hampered our water 
supply, health, education and 
infrastructure programmes." 
he said. 

“The situation has been 
aggravated by the closure of 
Gaza Strip and West Bank by- 
Israel. This means a loss of $6 
million per day for us, and 
they have closed for 244 days 
in 15 months.” 

Mr. Arafat praised Qatar 
for "supporting the Palesti- 
nian people in alt stages of 
their snuggle.” 

Qatar has announced plans 
to set up a $250 million hold- 
ing company to promote in- 
dustrial and development 
activities in the Wesi Bank 
and Gaza and a private com- 
pany in Doha, the Salam 
Group, is setting up a com- 
mercial bank with initial 
capital of $20 million. 


Kuwaiti row shows lingering scars 


(Continued from page 1) 

public opinion, while Sheikh 
Sabah wants to lead public 
opinion,” a diplomat said. 

The publicity surrounding 
Sheikh Sabah's resignation 
offer, including newspaper 
reports that he had walked 
out of a cabinet meeting on 
Sunday, was unusually in a 
state that usually keeps any 
disputes among ruling Sabah 
family members hidden. 

Sheikh Sabah has met 
Jordanian Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti 
twice this year in the first 
top-level contacts between 
the two countries since the 
Gulf crisis and has repeatedly 


said resumption of full rela- 
tions is imminent. 

But Sheikh Sabah's moves 
have been undercut by state- 
ments from Sheikh Saad 
downplaying the possibility 
of reconciliation. 

Many members of parlia- 
ment, including Speaker 
Ahmad Al Saadoun. have 
long opposed reconciliation. 
But sentiment appears to be 
slowly swinging in Sheikh 
Sabah's direction. 

"In the end there will be a 
balanced decision.” said for- 
mer Oil Minister Ali Al’ 
Baghli. “People are begin- 
ning to realise official norma- 
lisation does not require 
popular normalisation." 


Peres offers quick pullout 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Sharaa said. 

Among the new negotiat- 
ing principles are that the 
talks be launched without 
preconditions, deal separate- 
ly and simultaneously with 
military, economic and ter- 
ritorial matters, and be aimed 
at leading to a region-wide 
peace deal. 

Mr. Sharaa also said Syria 
wanted to see an end to 
cross-border violence be- 
tween Israel and guerrillas in 
South Lebanon. 

“We are against such- 
escalation and therefore we 
are for quietening things 
down,” Mr. Sharaa said. 

“Sometimes what hap- 
pened in the south surpassed 
reasonable limits as a result 
of Israeli shelling on 
Lebanese towns and villages 
causing loss of life and the 
response of the resistance to 
this provocation with 
Katyusha rockets (on 
Israel),” he said. 

Mr. Sharaa said the Arab- 
Israeli peace process “does 
not contradict” the aims of 
the guerrillas fighting Israel's 
occupation of the border 
zone in South Lebanon. 

“The peace process will 


not be affected by the (resist- 
ance) actions if the intentions 
are sincere,” he said. *;The 
resistance has the right to 
defend itself.” 

Egypt said Tuesday that 
there was a “real chance” 
that Syria would soon agree 
to Israel's request for high- 
level peace talks. 

“It’s just a matter of time 
now, or political circumst- 
ances,” said Nabil Fahmi, 
Egyptian Foreign Ministry 
advisor, in an interview with 
the daily "Al Ah ram. 

“I think there is a real 
chance of steps being taken 
to raise the level” of Israeli- 
Syrian talks, he said. 

Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said last week that 
Israel and Syria would meet 
at the level of ministers if the 
Jewish state “make a good 
enough offer” to the Syrians. 

In Paris, Syrian Vice- 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam hailed Israel’s new 
“positive direction” in peace 
negotiations between the two 
countries and said he hoped it 
would produce tangible re- 
sults. 

Mr. Khaddam told repor- 
ters during an official visit to 
France that he hoped the new 
talks would produce “con- 
crete and positive results.” 


Yemen 

(Continued from page 1) 

He said Sanaa "demanded 
the departure of the Eritrean 
forces and the settlement of 
the dispute through negotia- 
tions.” 

Diplomats in Sanaa inter- 
preted Yemeni government 
statements as demanding a 
withdrawal of Eritrean forces 
before holding any negotia- 
tions. 

A Yemeni official vowed 
after the island's fall on Mon- 
day that his country would 
retake the volcanic island be- 
fore holding any negotia- 
tions. 

In Addis Ababa. lhe Orga- 
nisation of African Unity 
(OAU) chided the Arab 
League for siding with Ye- 
men in the conflcit, saying 
the row over disputed islands 
should not become an “Arab- 
African affair." 

The league's secretary- 
general, Esmat Abdul 
Meguid. firmly supported 
Yemen on Monday and said 
it had the right to defend its 
territory. 

But OAU Secretary- 
.General Salim Ahmad Salim 
told Reuters the league's 
statement, did not help re- 
solve the dispute. 

“I think the statement is 
regrettable. This dispute 
should not be turned into an 
Arab and African affair,” 
Mr. Salim said. 

“His statement could be 
misconstrued as an attempt 
to create a wedge between 
Yemen, an Arab country, 
and Eritrea, an African 
state,” he added. 

“What our responsibility 
should be is to try and help 
the two countries overcome 
their current dispute....” he 
said. 

Iraq blamed Eritrea for 
sparking the battle and 
warned the fighting could 
open the door to U.S.-Israeii 
involvement in the region. 

Sudan also blamed the 
Eritrean government for the 
clash. 


Dialogue 

(Continued from page 1) 

deny, Co be an essential right. 
But in carefully worded pub- 
lic statements, they have also 
left open the option of a 
“truce,” effectively suspend- 
ing armed attacks while not 
renouncing their right to re- 
sume them. 

Analysts say they do not 
expect the militant group to 
be allowed to run in the 
elections unless they have 
given at least a private com- 
mitment to the PLO to sus- 
pend attacks on Israel. 

Hamas demands include 
freedom of expression under 
Palestinian self-rule and poli- 
tical freedoms. The group 
also wants Israel to free 
Hamas political prisoners, in- 
cluding Hamas founder 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, 
although the PNA has tried 
and repeatedly failed to re- 
solve this issue. 

Hamas also asks the PNA 
to open government and 
police jobs to Hamas follow- 
ers. Until now all the recruits 
have been Arafat loyalists. 

Nabil Amr, a political 
adviser to Mr. Arafat, has 
said the talks will discuss a 
draft agreement defining ties 
with Hamas. 
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PAX'S {AFP? — The six 
“Asian Dragons" will con- 
tinue to act as major engines 
of world trade end economic 
cro*-’ over the next two 
years, the Organisation for 
economic Cooperation and 
Development lOECD) indi- 
cated Tuesday. 

But the Dynamic Asian 
Economies {DAEs.i — Hong 
Kong. Malaysia. Singapore". 
Sou:Jr Korea, Taiwan and 
Thailand — rvii: be growing 
a* a somewhat more "moder- 
ate combined average rate of 
c.G to 7.0 per cent, it said. 

For they will be grappling 
with the consequences of two 
years of above-trend growth, 
the firming up of their cur- 
rencies against the yen in the 
pas- few months, and lower 
crcwth in China. 

And inflation pressures 
and rising current account 


deficits will remain “key poli- 
cy concerns for 1996” in 
several countries of the re- 
gion. especially South Korea. 
Malaysia and Thailand, the 
OECD said in its year-end 
Economic Outlook. 

The survey said the con- 
tinued strong economic activ- 
ity in the DAEs is led by 
brisk exports, growing 
domestic demand and rising 
foreign investment, especial- 
ly from Japan. 

But rapid expansion in 
1994-95 — at average rates of 
7.6 per cent in 1994 and an 
estimated 7.8 per cent this 
year — has caused problems 
of infrastructure bottlenecks 
and labour shortages, in- 
creasing cost pressures and 
boosting capita] goods im- 
ports. 

There were signs of a slow- 
ing down of activity in the 


second half of 1995 due to a 
tightening of monetary policy 
— except in Taiwan — and 
because net exports were 
tempered as DAE currencies 
firmed up against the yen. 

GDP growth peaked in 
South Korea a: an annual 
rate of 10 per cent in the first 
half of 1995, boosted by brisk 
exports and domestic invest- 
ment running at a rate of 20 
per cent, particularly in plant 
and machinery. 

The economy expanded at 
a more moderate pace in the 
second half, but South Korea 
will nevertheless record a 9.0 
per cert jump in its GDP for 
the year as a whole, followed 
by a decline to a range of 7.5 
to 7.0 per cent in 1996-97, 
according to OECD projec- 
tions. 

Tie OECD saw a similar 


slowdown in Thailand, and, 
more recently, Malaysia. 

It noted that Hong Kong 
and Taiwan have been hit by 
a weakening of growth in 
China this year and the 
adverse impact of falling 
domestic property and asset 
prices. 

Iif Taiwan and South 
Korea, with jobless rates at 
record lows of about 2.0 per 
cent, wages have been rising 
faster than productivity, put- 
ting upward pressure on 
costs, it said. 

The appreciation of the 
yen during the first half of 
1995 also gave a boost to 
inflationary pressures in the 
region. But firmer DAE cur- 
rencies since last August 
should dampen these press- 
ures by cutting import costs 
and demand. 

The OECD said current 


policies in the region should 
help contain inflation at an 
average of 5.0 to 6.0 per cent 
in 1996-97, although there 
were “upward risks’’ for such 
countries as South Korea, 
likely to face continuing wage 
pressures. 

The OECD acknowledged 
that large capital inflows have 
made it harder, especially in 
fester-growing economies, to 
maintain a tight anti-inflation 
monetary policy stance. 

It cited special measures 
taken in some countries to 
overcome this problem, in- 
cluding Thai moves to raise 
hank reserve requirements 
on foreign borrowing and to 
encourage private saving, 
and Malaysian measures to 
slow consumption and prop- 
erty purchases. 

Both South Korea and 
Thailand, it noted, are plan- 


ning budget -surpluses for 
1996. 

The OECD said Taiwan, 
as the only exception, has 
eased its monetary stance to 
offset the impact of a fell in 
asset prices. 

The DAEs as a group 
faced a S10 billion tumround 
in their current account ba- 
lance this year, from a 1994 
surplus of S3.3 billion -to a 
1995 deficit of $7.4 billion, 
despite some improvement in 
their terms of trade and slow- 
er growth in the second half. 

The OECD said the deficit 
was likely ro remain at the 
same level in 1996 because of 
continued high levels of in- 
frastructure investment and 
resulting hefty capital goods 
imports, but could ease to 
somewhat below the S6 bil- 
lion mark in 1997. 
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Mr. "artvaesh ?a:e Enron 
this week nil: also present 
pr.i posfi.'y for z liquefied 
blurs'; gas iLNGl storage 
and regyssircc.tion facility on 

..’O i\<j u T- 

rat gas tr.rc-jg 1 -. Jordan to 
Israel and Mediterranean 
markets. 

Vjtte" .gave e.ti -V.'i app.o.a. 
to market five million tonnes 
LNG anrua’b . Enron hi.;, 
been corsids rir.g israel, Jor- 
dan and Egypt as a site to 
receive Qatari gas. 

Darwazcn sc.ic Enron 
was becoming ■very deeply" 
involved in Jordan and « ou!d 
subnrt a plan ,'or a national 
network to scppiv gas ro 
power stations and meet in- 
dustrial and domestic nee os. 


PARIS i AFP j — OECD eco- 
nomic growth slowed some- 
what rrTis year, with Japan's 
recovery delayed by the 
strong yen, but should pick 
up in 1996 provided inflation 
and interest rates remain low, 
the OECD said Tu:sday. 

The Organisation tor Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and De- 
velopment 1 ; OECD) in its 
half-yearly Economic Out- 
look said a mere favourable 
year-end situation — partly 
due to the reversal of the 
dollar's p'ur.ge against the 
yen — should improve busi- 
ness and consumer confi- 
dence. 

This could lift expansion of 
OECD output front this 
year's poor 2.4 per cent — a 
half-point Jov.Von 1994 — to 
average rates o! 2/; per cent 
in 1996 ar.d 2.8 per cent in 


1997. according to OECD 
projections completed just 
ahead of France's year-end 
labour crisis. 

The report saw OECD- 
area growth “unlikely to be 
robust enough to make more 
than small further inroads” 
into unemployment, which 
could still affect some 33.5 
million workers in OECD 
countries by end-199 7 . 

jobless rates could edge up 
in the United States' and 
Japan — from 5.6 per cent 
this year to 5.9 per cent in 
1997 in the former and from 
3.1 per cent to 3.4 per cent in 
Japan both in 1996 and 199? 
— but should decline by 0.5 
point to 10.3 in Europe. 

The strikes in France, over 
social security reform and 
other steps to cut public de- 
ficits. might entaii some 
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Chirac wilder firs- 


5 ; R, — As France's 
: labour unrest in a de- 
rraied out Tuesday, 
:- Minister Alain Juppe 
j rt!f. .itiention to re’iv- 
iiagging economy. 

.<up: e nas promised -o 
measures to revive 
A a: a meeting with 
unions and employers 
. .]-j.-SJay. but analysts 
-;o ..v.ic room to give 
m-r spending a Christ- 
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plans :o overhaul the inde- 
bted welfare system. 

Former president Vaicrs 
Gisccrd d'Estair.g. in office in 
1974-31. said Mr. Chirac 
r.ecced ic ‘z.:-: *J;e country 
back s :ense”o: direction" to 
overeoir.s Frir.ca' s crisis of 
confidence. 

“It cannot jus: be a single 
EurcDC.tr. currency and the 
Maastrirh-. rrei.y criteria.” 
hte cer.:rc-r:ght ex-president 
said. Tnose criteria iiitti: cur- 
rency fluctuation, public debt 
and "deficits and inflation (o 
Qualify for monetary union in 
1544. 

Former Socialist educciicn 
and culture minister Jack 
lane said I; wac up tc Mr. 
Ci:;ric to puii the country our 
of crisis "by “explaining to 
r“jrch pj v 1 .; . "h.” directi-rn 
ve ire heading ir.” 


Kail serve « continued to 
pick up ai the strikes wound 
down, allhough some die- 
hard strikers continued their 
action against Mr. Juppe’s 
plans tc overhaul the welfare 
state. 

The Paris metro under- 
ground railway was working 
normally except for one line 
while SNCF state railways 
iaid roughly one train in two 
was running nationwide. But 
Paris buses "wore only operat- 
ing at about 50 per cent with 
pickets blocking some de- 
pots. 

Tre commur.ist-li.d CGT 
anion called new protest mar- 
ches on i uesdav against Mr. 
Juppe’s welfare “reforms, 
keeping up pressure ahead of 
Thursday's negotiations. 

3ut in Bordeaux, where 
th-c cor, sert-ativs prime minis- 
ter is nsavor. the number of 


marchers was sharply down 
at fewer than 10,000, com- 
pared io between 20.00*2 and 
50,000 last Saturday. The ci- 
ty's striking garbage workers 
voted to resume work. 

Mr. Juppe urgently needs 
to revive "growth, hit bv a 
slowdown exacerbated by the 
strikes (see page L2>. 


weakening cf French and 
overall OECD growth out- 
comes for 1996, OECD de- 
legation sjitcss said. 

Coincidentally, the key 
message of the OECD report 
was that governments must 
use the upswing to speed up 
reduction of budget deficits 
even »f this required “politi- 
cally difficult decisions" and 
significant adjustment of eco- 
nomic structures. 

It said this was essential to 
head off the risk of growing 
public debt which could get 
out of hand over the medium 
term if real interest rates 
moved higher. 

The OECD said progress 
in reducing deficits in several 
countries helped this year's 
decline in real interest rates 
and the easing of foreign 
exchange market pressures 
after the first-half turbulence. 

But stronger macroecono- 
mic policies and structural 
reforms were now needed 
both to improve medium- 
term growth and job pros- 
pects and to keep inflation 
low. 

The OECD therefore wel- 
comed the United States con- 
sensus to balance the U.S. 
federal budget over a period 
of years, nofing that despite 
progress further U.S. deficit- 


cutting was required over 
coming years. 

OECD economists said the 
U.S. economy, running close 
to capacity with unusually 
low inflation, shonld grow 
faster than expected at 3.5 
per cent this year, easing to 
2.7 per cent next year and 2.8 
per cent in 1997. 

As for Japan, now on 
course for a domestic 
demand-led recovery in 1996, 
they said authorities would 
have to “move quickly to 
restore a sound fiscal posi- 
tion" as soon as the upswing 
has been consolidated. 

The OECD urged “a con- 
tinuation of the orderly re- 
versal of the yen" from its 
early 1995 highs, because this 
would “mitigate deflationary 
pressures" and help secure a 
quicker recovery. 

It also warned that any 
renewed weakening of the 
dollar against the yen and the 
the Deustchemark could 
“adversely affect prospects in 


Japan, Germany and other 
countries participating in the 
(European) exchange rate 
mechanism (ERM).” 
■■-Helped by last September's 
Stimulus package, Japan’s 
GDP is set to rise 2.0 per cent 
from this year’s fiat 0.3 per 
cent, with growth gaining 
momentum at some 2.7 per 
cent in 1997. 

The OECD strongly urged 
Japan to solve its financial 
sector crisis “as quickly as 
possible," warning that any 
worsening could affect the 
economy and have a major 
impact abroad. 

The report projected fair 
growth in Europe at rates of 
2.6 and 2.7 per cent over the 
next two years, but said this 
assumed improved consumer 
and business confidence and 
stable or even slightly lower 
interest rates. 

Pressing the case for 
accelerated deficit-cutting, it 
said tht if GDP growth was 
0.5 point weaker in both 1996 


and 1997, budget deficits 
couid rise by some 0.5 per 
cent of GDP across most of 
Europe. 

The OECD also cited the 
need for early “crucial deci- 
sion” on the transition to a 
single currency in the Euro- 
pean Union “if uncertainty in 
financial markets is to be 
reduced and turbulence mini- 
mised.” 

And it ascribed deficits not 
only to population ageing but 
also to working-age transfers, 
which, in the context of high 
joblessness “may be making 
things worse.” 

The best news came from 
the non-OECD world: Re- 
covery is gaining strength in 
most of central and east 
Europe, with Russia appear- 
ing poised for positive growth 
from next year, and China 
and Asia's dynamic “dra- 
gons" will remain the 
locomotives of world trade 
growth, continuing at rates of 
more than 8.0 per cent. 
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Beginning 

Ping-sheped 
cakes 
ix Diatom 
4£ “Beheld — 
horse” (Bible) 

46 Obiect 

47 Narcotics 


4fi Brimless hat 
5G Slug receiver 

5 1 Famous volcano 

52 Bigtoofs cousin 
55 Stiff collar 

55 Wheels 
•55 Desert garment 
57 Lip 


“it’s one of those psychological 
thrillers — Godzilla Vs. Himself!" 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by H*nrl Arnold and Mlk* Argirion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


HUBSY 



i vk J 



emS'foomltelaSaWa&Mc. 


POCUI 

E 

" 






YOANN 

IE 

' > 



NUR 

THE 

□ 

□ 

JL 


rr — ^ 



PY PRINKING 
^POILEP MILX ■5HE 
TURNEP THE TV 
JINGLE INTO THl^. 


n 


Print answer hem : A 


Yesterday's 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

mm mm 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TEMPO TWILL CEMENT POSTAL 
Answer The storm efid this to the picnickers — 

WET THEIR APPETITES 





LOOKJ^INGS 
WEAK OUT WHEN 
VOU'RE WEARING 
P-. TrIEMFOKWOKK 
|\ ^ANP PLEAS LIRE/ 

so oKAy- 




HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUES- 
DAY, DECEMBER 19. 1995 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) This is an ideal day today 
-to keep pmnn exactly and 
conscientiously. Tonight 
study into new interests, 
which fascinate you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Come to a meeting of 
minds with a dynamic partner 
during the daytime today, 
and then do the tasks ex- 
pected of you in the evening. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Use your fine talent to 
meet any emergencies which 
may arise. Cooperate with a 
fellow associate and the fu- 
ture will be easier. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) You need more 
amusement so arrange it for 
the days and weeks ahead, 
and then get into the tasks 
ahead of you which must be 
completed. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
•Be more tactful at home in 
stating policies you wish fol- 
lowed in the morning today, 
then plan the best way to use 
your finest talents. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Get right into 
your desk activities in the 
morning today, and get it 
cleared up most efficiently, 
entertain guests in your 
home this evening. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get your practic- 
al affairs today more as you 
want them to be far into the: 
evening then do outside tasks 
well for you to be successful. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) If you go after 
your goals in a positive man- 
ner today, you can gain them 
with relative ease: Be more 
practical in your efforts. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Plan just 
how to attain your personal 
goals today over the weekend 
ana make preparations at this 
time to get those ideas in 
Operation. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
■to January 20) Pursue that 
individual you want to know 
better and you soon can be- 
come friends. Get your busi- 
ness aims well clarified in 
what you desire. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Get into public 
tasks with enthusiasm today 
and accomplish a good deal 
■before you concentrate on' 
ultimate matters which must' 
be completed. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
M arch 2 0) Get into that new 
interest which intrigues you 
today and work at it vigor- 
ously. The evening is fine for 
gomg about idly about town. 

Birtbstone of December. Tur- 
quose — Zircon 
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: NEW YORK (AfP) — After 

* . two terrible years, 1996 
'. promises to be much kinder 
* V to the emerging markets, 
' which should benefit from 
lower interest rates in the 
West and renewed interest 
: : from international investors, 
experts say. 

■ - % . Shellacked by the tumar- 
ound in U.S. monetary policy 
; ^ ; in 1994 and the repercussions 
. - '■ \ of the Mexican financial crisis 
/•in 1995, the emerging mar- 

'• kets now appear set for a 
■ rebound. 

' ■_ The term emerging mar- 

kets is a catch-all that encom- 
' ' masses the developing coun- 
. /ries, the former Soviet Bloc 
- - »untries, the South East 

Asian tigers and Mediterra- 


1996 should be better for emerging markets 


nean countries like Portugal, 
Israel and Turkey. 

“It comes down to a num- 
bers game," said Tania 
Zouikin, chief investment 
officer at Batterymarch Fi- 
nance Management. Markets 
like Mexico City, Shanghai, 
Warsaw are down 40 per cent 
from their highs, but the im- 
mense growth potential of 
the emerging countries re- 
mains intact, she said. 

“In our view, these assets 
are fundamentally cheap." 
said Nicolas Rohatyn, man- 
aging director at J.P. Morgan 
Securities, adding that the 
current economic environ- 
ment in the industrialised 
countries is favourable to 
them. 

According to the analysts. 


the cooling economies and 
the lower interest rates in the 
United States and Europe 
should help the emerging 
markets by encouraging the 
movement of money from 


rates and the Mexican crisis 
at the end of December. 

In 1995, the rout continued 
due to the so-called “tequila 
effect" and a series of local 
factors: A campaign against 


Western markets to more ex- , foreign investment in India, 
ode places with higher rates sharpening tensions between 


of return. 

That is what happened in 
1993 when short-term in- 
terest rates fell three per cent 
in the United States. Pumped 
up by a wave of U.S. capital, 
the emerging markets surged 
75 per cent in U.S. dollar 
terms, according to an index 
of the Internationa] Finance' 
Corporation. 

Last year, emerging mar- 
ket stocks fell 14 per cent, 
short-circuited by a virtual 
doubling in U.S. interest 


China and Taiwan, and over- 
heated markets in Thailand 
and Malaysia. . 

Today the worst appears to 
be over. "We are very com- 
fortable with the prospects 
for 1996.” said Peter Geragh- 
ty, managing director at ING 
Barings. 

He believes the flow of 
capital to the emerging mar- 
kets should reach $10 billion 
in 1996, the highest level in 
three years and more than 
triple this year's $15 billion. 


Another positive factor, 
half the flows would come 
not from industrialised coun- 
tries but from investors from 
the emerging market coun- 
tries themselves. 

"The Taiwanese are 
buying Philippine shares, 
Thais are buying Malaysian 
equities and the Hong Kong 
Chinese are buying every- 
thing,” he said. 

The dollar's stability is also 
a good sign, said Mr. 
Zouikin, because the curren- 
cies of many emerging mar- 
ket countries are linked more 
or less directly to the green- 
back. 

Long term, the potential of 
these markets is enormous 
because the weight of their 
stock markers are less than 


their ecorn nic and demog- 
raphic weight. According to 
ING Barings, these countries 
today represent only 15 per 
cent of global stock capita- 
lisation, but the proportion 
will climb to 45 per cent by 
2010. 

Investors nevertheless 
should be aware of the risks, 
Mr. Zoukin said. “Such epic 
'changes in societies don't 
come without volatility." she 
said, citing the radical re- 
forms undertaken in coun- 
tries like Brazil, China or 
Russia. 

Sudden devaluations also 
remain a problem for foreign 
investors, who may see tiiJif 

f ains wiped out in a single 

low. 




Business must cope with 6 Green’ demands — report 


^(London ir> — imema- 
ional businesses can no ion- 
;er afford to ignore the pow- 
-Vr wielded by environmental 
. -<nd political activists, a lead- 
ing risk consultancy has said. 

Political instability still 
-.loses the greatest threat to 
msi nesses in the world's 
v -merging markets. Control 
-lisks Group (CRG) said in 
ts business security outlook 
1996. 

But Greenpeace's forcing 
■f oil giant Shell to scrap 
Jans to dump the Brent Spar 
. ig in the ocean and the fu- 
■ ore over the execution of 


rights campaigner Ken Saro- 
Wiwa by Nigeria's military 
government have highlighted 
activists' clout. 

"The rise of global en- 
vironmental activism in the 
past five years has left inter- 
national business with no- 
where to hide," the report 
said. "If the late 1980*s was 
the era of rapacious self- 
interest, the late 1990's will 
be the era of unprecedented 
accountability.” 

Activist groups can orga- 
nise boycotts or publicity 
blitzes which could hit pro- 
fits. CRG research manager 


David Battman told Reuters. 

"People are more likely 
now to make ethical decisions 
which can affect business." 
he said. “Every company 
should be aware it will be 
closely monitored by... 
Friends of the Earth. Green- 
peace or Amnesty Interna- 
tional.” 

The oil, gas and mining 
industries are particularly 
sensitive, he added. 

The report said 1996 held 
much to concern executives. 

"The world is not neces- 
sarily a riskier place but the 
issues confronting business 
are potentially more complex 
than ever before," it said. 

British businessmen sur- 


veyed by CRG cited political 
instability as their main worry 
followed by the lack of clear 
legislation in many emerging 
countries. 

CRG noted a rise in 
nationalism, exemplified in 
the former Yugoslavia, and 
of religious extremism, such 
as Algeria. 

Communal violence will be 
a continuing trend in many 
developing countries but the 
threat of religious extremism 
was probably exaggerated, it 
said. 

Many foreign companies 
still operated in Algeria, Mr. 
Battman said, despite a con- 
flict between the government 
and Islamic fundamentalists 


that has killed more than 
40,000 people ip four years. 
Islamic militants had failed 
seriously to disrupt business 
operations in Egypt, he said. 

The survey forecast the top 
three regions for business in 
the next five years would be 
China, South America and 
Eastern Europe. Business- 
men saw high risk and little 
opportunity in Russia and 
most of Africa. 

But Mr. Battman said: 
"Not all of Africa is Nigeria 
or Algeria. Businessmen who 
overcame the perception that 
the whole continent was 
doomed were operating safe- 
ly and profitably in many 


other countries." 

The report said that in Chi- 
na, as in many other develop- 
ing countries, conuption was 
a big problem for Western 
companies. It warned that 
those who gave in ro de- 
mands for bribes would only 
end up paying more. 

Crime was seen as posing 
an increasing threat to busi- 
ness. 

The report said street 
crime was getting worse in 
many previously safe cities. 
Urban violence in South 
Africa has marred its opening 
to democracy while organised 
crime in Russia, including 
attempts at extortion of ma- 
jor companies, is endemic. 
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By Jeffrey Parker 
Reuter 

BEUING — Should Chi- 
na's 1.2 billion people and 
emerging socialist market 
economy be embraced by 
the world — or “con- 
tained"? 

Though its communist 
leaders appear united be- 
hind Deng Xiaoping's vi- 
sion of junking Marxist eco- 
nomics in favour of capital- 
ist markets, 1995 saw China 
— and the world — divided 
about what kind of country 
will emerge from Mr. 
Deng's reforms. 

Will it be a flourishing, 
free-market giant, fully in- 
tegrated with the global 
economy, complementing 
the U.S-, Europe and Japan 
in market muscle and poli- 
tical influence? 


Or will it, as some in the 
West fear, emerge as a eco- 
nomically emboldened but 
politically detached military 
power, not unlike its van- 
quished Soviet rival, repres- 
sing its 'own people and 
exerting its clout by defying 
the West? 

Or will China simply 
come a pan at the seams — 
unable to fulfil the rising 
expectations of a huge, 
long-suffering population 
that by 2050 will grow by 
400 million people, more 
than, the entire U.S. 
population? 

Beijihg has ambitious 
goals, aiming to enrich its 
people through economic 
liberalisation, rejuvenate its 
moribund state industries, 
tame inflation and reverse a 
power-threatening tide of 
corruption. 


Yet a barrage of military 
displays and an unrelenting 
drive against dissent are 
seen by analysts as signs 
that 91-year-old Deng 
Xiaoping's passing of power 
to Communist Party chief 
Jiang Zemin has yet to take 
hold and needs more shor- 
ing up. 

Beijing says China can 
weather Mr. Deng's death 
smoothly but few China- 
watchers say Mr. Jiang's 
ascent is assured, arousing 
concern about billions of 
dollars of foreign invest- 
ment in China. 

With so much at stake, 
world powers — and espe- 
cially the United States — 
have sought to gain more of 
a say in China's drive to 
remake itself, stirring hope, 
frustration, caution and 
confusion in the world's 


most populous country. 

The U.S. government's 
senior China expert, Win- 
ston Lord, outraged Beijing 
and consoled parts of Asia 
by warning that the West 
might one day need a “poli- 
cy of containment” for Chi- 
na similar to that which 
hemmed in the Soviet Un- 
ion during the cold war.. 

“That is emphatically not 
U.S. policy (now)," Mr. 
Lord said in June. “We 
seek to engage China, not 
contain it.” 

U.S. engagement of Chi- 
na reached a high point in 
March with an accord to 
end millions of dollars 
worth of copyright piracy in 
China and open it up to 
U.S. intellectual property. 
The accord averted a trade 


A review of new? from Ihe Arabic press 


Exports likely to reach JD lb in ’95 

** THE TOTAL D-imber of companies registered at the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade this year has reached 4.210 
with a capital of JD 402 million. Industry and Trade 
Minister All Abul Ragheb said: Thirty five of the firms 
were public share-holding companies capitalised at JD 2&S 
million, 385 were limbed liability companies capitalised at 
JD 80 million, 564 were limited partnership companies 
capitalised at JD S million and 3,226 joint liability 
companies . with a total equity of JD 45 million. 

Speaking to member? of the Lower House's Financial 
Committee and other government officials. Mr. Abu! 
Ragheb said the numbe *f new commercial companies 
registered this year totail.^ 2.7S2 with a capital of JD '.30 
million and the numb. : service companies was 716 with a 
capital of JD 92 irvaon. The largest sector in tern s of 
capital was the industri.il sector with a JD 157 million 
equity of which JD "5 -.'ll ion was spread among 15 large 
industries which ha - . . : ‘.her started production or will be 
starting soon. As for the construction and agricultural 
sectors the number of companies was 13S and three and the 
capital was JD 11 million and JD 4 million respectively. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb confirmed that exports raise by 2ft per 
cent over the san.e period of 1994. He expected the exports 
this year to reach JD 1 billion compared with JD 794 
million in the first eleven months of last year. Imports, he 
added, totalled JD 1 .894 million in the first mne months of 
1995, an 2.8 per cent increase over the first nine months of 
last year when total imports amounted to JD 1 ,72n million. 

Deputy Munir Sobar. a member of the financial commit- 
tee, commented on the statistics by pointing out that the 
economic activity is on an upward trend" and not, as 
rumoured, in a state of stalemate. He noted that 118 
projects had benefined from the investment promotion 
law. Of these projects, which had an overall capital of JD 
276 million, 70 projects were economically certified and 48 
were only economic. 

The industry and trade minister expected these projects 
to provide 7,637 employment opportunities and to have a 
total production worth* JD 243 million of which JD 115 
million would be for exports and the rest to meet local 
demand. The minister reveled there are applications from 
some 33 industries, carrying JD 276 million of investments, 
to benefit from the Investment Promotion Law (Al Ra’i + 
Al Dustour). 

Fanek: JD 400m in Pales' me 

ACCORDING TO the Jordan Economic Minister, a 
monthly bulletin published in English by economic analyst 
Fahd Fanek, Jordanian currency in the West Bank and 
Gaza does not exceed JD 400 million, the bulletin says that 
total deposits stand at JD 243 million as of the end of last 
October. The amount at Gaza is only JD 39 million. 
Deposits at Jordanian banks in the West Ban!, and C?aza 
total JD 581 million, of which JD 312 'million ar j in 
Jordanian currency. “If we assume that there are JD SS 
million in Jordanian banknotes, the over-!; Jordanian 
currency in Palestine would be in the range of JD 403 
million, much less than the amounts recently reported in 
the local press (The Jordan Times). 

Bankers should be paid overtime for 
working more than six hours a day 

THE INDUSTRIAL Court has ruled that regular 
working hours at banks are only six hours per day and extra 
time should be considered as overtime subject !: V 

Labour Law. This ruling came on a dispute between :he 
Arab Land Bank and its employees. The court also ruled 
that the end-of-service compensation should continue for 
all the bank employees and (be payable) according to th- 
last salary paid less eight per cent. The employees also •.* * 
a number of other benefits (Al Dustour -f Al Ra ; '. 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Tuesday. 

One U.S. dollar 1.3766/76 Canadian dollar 
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.San Francisco 49ers wide receiver Jerry 'Rice (80) runs away Steve Young' in the fourth quarter of their NFL Game (Reuters 
from Minnesota Vikings comer-back Alfred Jackson (25) for photo) 
extra yardage after catching a pass from 49ers quarterback 

Rice leads 49ers over Vikings 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
Jerry Rice added to his- 
legend with 14 catches for a 
team-record 289 yards and 
three touchdowns on Mon- 
day as the San Francisco 
49ers held off the determined 
Minnesota Vikings 37-30. 

The 49ers squandered a 
21-point lead to the Vikings', 
their backs against the wall in 
the fight for a playoff berth, 
but rallied behind quarter- 
back Steve Young and Rice 
to post their sixth successive 
victory and clinch a first- 
round playoff bye. 

Rice pushed his NFL re- 
cord to 155 career touchdown 
and became the first player 
ever to post three 100-catch 
seasons. 


*‘I feel proud that I know 
the world is watching.” said 
Rice, whose 289 yards was ; 
the ' fifth highest NFL total 
ever and the first 250-yard 
game of the '90s. “I just want 
to represent the Niners realty 
well and my family back in 
Mississippi. 

The 49ers ( 1 1-4) can secure 
ho-me-field advantage 
throughout the playoffs with 
a win next against Atlanta. 

The Vikings (8-7). who lost 
for just the second time in 
their last seven games, need a 
win next week coupled with a 
loss or tie by Chicago and a 
loss or tie by Atlanta' to make 
the playoffs. 

The outcome also proved 
beneficial for the Detroit 


Lions, who grabbed a playoff 
berth with Minnesota’s de- 
feat. 

Overshadowed by Rice’s 
performance was Steve 
Young, who was 30-of-49 for 
426 yards and three touch- 
downs. Young also nished 
for a touchdown. 

Minnesota quarterback 
■Warren Moon was 22-of-39 
for 224 yards and three 
touchdowns for the Vikings. . 

The Niners -sprinted to a 
21-0 lead in the first quarter 
on Rice touchdown catches 
of eight and 46 yards sand- 
wiched around a 78-yard punt 
return , for a touchdown by 
Dexter Carter. 


Two short touchdown re- 
ceptions by Vikings star Cris 
Carter, who caught 12 passes 
in the game for 88 yards, 
helped bring Minnesota back 
within 27-20 at halftime. 

A six-yard touchdown con- 
nection from Moon to Jake 
Reed tied the game 27-27 
about midway through the 
third quarter. 

But a 20-yard Jeff Wilkins 
field goal' put San Francisco 
back into the lead four mi- 
nutes later. Rice then gave 
the 49ers breathing room by 
catching a 52-yard bomb 
from Young -that set up a 
six-yard scramble by the 
quarterback that made it 37- 
27 with 12:14 left. 


C HE Sr AS G/ T IE AS 


From 


RAINBOW 

Colour copy centre 





rt.w' tim-.. 




Calendars : 


Enlargements Up To 
A3lriSize 




T-Shirts Mugs Button m 

Full Colour Photo Copying 
Copying From Slides in Full Colour 
Commercial Full Colour & B&W Photocopying 


Button 


RAINBOW COLOUR COPY CENTRE 

Al Sweifieh Rawaeh Complex 

Tel: 824501 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Fans leap onto plane to celebrate 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Jubilant Botafogo fans invaded 
the tarmac at a Rio de Janeiro airport on Monday and 
jumped on to the wings of the jet aircraft bringing home the 
newly-crowned Brazilian champions. An estimated 2,000 
ferns congregated at the city's second most important 
airport- in the early hours of the morning 10 welcome back’ 
their ream from Sao Paulo, where they had won the 
Brazilian championship final 'against Santos on Sunday 
evening. As the plane appeared in the sky. the fans nished 
burst out of the terminal on to the tarmac. Ac soon as it 
pulled in, several leapt on to the wings. and began waving at 
the players inside. There were no other flights using the 
airport at the time. The team were taken on top of a fire 
engine to the club’s headquarters where more delirious fans 
were waiting. Striker Tulio. the tournament's leading 
scorer with 23 goals, dangled a large dead fish — Samos 
come from a port city and are nicknamed “the fish” — in 
front of him.' 

AC Milan vice-president resigns 

MILAN (R) — Adriano Galliani resigned as vice-president 
of former European champions AC Milan on Mondav, 
saying he was tired and bitter. Galliani said he made his 
decision on Sunday night and informed Milan President 
Silvio Berlusconi on Monday morning. Italy’s two big news 
agencies, ANSA and AGI. both suggested the resignation 
was intended as a protest against the referee's handling of 
Sunday's league match against Torino in which Milan were 
denied a penalty after what appeared a clear hand-ball by 
Torino’s Jocelyn Angioma. Galliani was quoted by ANSA 
•is saying: “I have nothing against referees ... I'm simply 
bitter about a series of things and after 10 years Tm tired.'-' 
He said his decision had nothing to do with internal affairs 
at the club, saying his relationship with Berlusconi was 
“splendid.” 

Sauber sign Herbert for ’96 

LONDON (R) — British Grand Prix winner Johnny 
Herbert will race alongside German Heinz-Harald Frent- 
zen for the Ford-powered Sauber team in 1996, the team 
said on Monday. Herbert, 31, who won both orf British and 
Italian races for constructors’ champions Benetton in 1995, 
will have his first test with the team at the Le Castelle track 
in southern France later this week. Team boss Peter Sauber 
said: "We have taken the decision in favour of Johnny 
Herbert afteT caiefui consideration. We feel that he will be 
able to make a very positive contribution to our team after 
his good results this season and with the experienc e of 80 
grands prix behind him. “We will start eh 1996 season with 
both a new car and a promising new engine, the Ford 
Zetec-R V10, and we are very happy to have a second 
strong driver in Johnny Herbert alongside Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen." 


Tarango apologises for 
Wimbledon outburst 


LONDON . (A?) — Jeff 
Tarango, who stormed off 
court at Wimbledon and ac- 
cused the umpire of corrup- 
tion, apologised for his out- 
burst Tuesday as internation- 
al tennis officials reduced the 
sanctions against him. 

In a third-round match 
against Alexander Mronz on 
July 1, Tarango walked off 
after' a dispute with French 
chair umpire Bruno Rebeuh 
and called him "the most 
corrupt official in the game.” 
Tarango's French wife. Be- 
nedicte, slapped Rebeuh 
twice -in the face: At a. post- 
match news conference, 
Tarango accused the umpire 
of showing favouritism to cer- 
tain players in exchange for’ 
their friendship. 

“I made some public re- 
marks about a tennis official 
which I sincerely regret,” 
Tarango said Tuesday in a 
statement released by the In- 
ternational Tennis Federa- 
tion's Grand -Slam Commit- 
tee. "I unequivocally apolo- 
gise to Mr. Bruno Rebeuh for ' 
any embarrassment or harm 
that this incident may have 
caused him and his family. I 
do not intend to make such a 
mistake ever again. ' 

“l would also like to apolo- 
gise, to the sport itself. .My 
overall conduct in dissemi- 
nating to' the public state- 


ments about a professional 
official and officiating in 
general, as well as walking off 
in the middle of a Grand 
Slam match watched by 
thousands of spectators, has 
been damaging to the reputa- 
tion of the game. 

"I now recognise that the 
entire incident at Wimbledon 
has discredited the sport 
which I love and it remains 
my hope that the matter may 
be put to rest without further 
comment.” 

Tarango was fined $15,500 
at the time of the outburst. In 
August, the Grand Slam 
Committee found Tarango 
guilty of conduct contrary to 
the integrity of the game and 
imposed an additional fine of 
$28,256 for a total of $43,756. 

In addition, the committee 
suspended Tarango from 
nqxt year's Wimbledon and 
from one other Grand Slam 
tournament. 

Following Tuesday’s apol- 
ogy, the committee reduced 
the total fine to $28,256 — 
equivalent to the prize money 
he would have received. 

The committee upheld 
Tarango’s 1996 Wimbledon 
ban but dropped the addi- 
tional one-tournament sus- • 
pension on condition he does 
not commit another major 
offense in the next three 
years. 


For Rent Deluxe Furnished Villa 

A modem furnished first floor spacious villa in Um 
Uthaina, near Amra Hotel. Consisting of: Three 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, two salons, living 
room, dining room, fully equipped kitchen, 
garden, separate entrance, telephone, central 
heating, water and electricity, and garage. 

Please contact Tel: 865779 between 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
IN WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

* The first is a 200 sq.m. independent first floor apartment consisting 
of. two bedrooms, .guest room, sitting room, dining, glassed-in 
veranda,, garden and garage. 

* The second is a 220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting oi 
three bedrooms, guest room, living room, glassed-in veranda. . 
Each of the two apartments has independent central heating, 
telephone, maid room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.: 665711, 664256. 


Premier league enters 
14th week today 

Ramtha meet Wihdat Friday 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Kingdom's Premier League s 
competition might take a decisive turn starting Wedn 
with the kickoff of the 14th week of competition. 

Fans undoubtedly await the outcome of the week’s 
important clash when current leaders Al Ramtha 
titleholders A! Wihdat. Al Ramtha’s win could boost t 
title hopes as they will have mostly easy opponen 
upcoming weeks except for their match against Ai F; 

Al Hussein who dropped from second to fourth 
their 1-0 loss to Ai Ramtha next have a good chat 
improving their standing when they face botiom-of 
table Russeifa' Wednesday. 

Former champions Al F3isali who moved to No. 2 
week next face Al Qadissieh who also improved 
standing to third. 

Al Baqaa. the best team amid the relegation of the 
four, next face Sahab hoping to score a victory 
somewhat move away from the zone. Al Jazireh too. 
find themselves in seventh place hope to beat Al Jalil _ 
improve their record. 

Kufrsoum who had finished in third place after the 
leg are now 6th. They next face eight-placed Al AhJt£ 

Al Jazireh. Ahli and Sahab will have to score some ' ~ 
to secure their place in the Premier League. 

Al Hussein’s Abdullah Shivvab is still the top scorer 
9 goals followed by Al Jalil’slbrahim Abdul Hadi with- 
goals. Al Ramtha's Mouaffaq Abu Hdeib is third witb& 
goals. 

Schedule of 14th week 

Rnsseifa-Hnssein , Wed.Mfll 

Jazireh- Jalil Thnrs. 21/12 

Qadissieh - F aisali Thurs. 21/12 

Sahab-Baqaa Fri. 22/12 

Wflidat-Ramtiia - Fri. 22/12 

Kufrsoum-Ahli Fri. 22/12 

Standings before 14th week I 


Ramtha 

Faisali 

Qadissieh 

Hussein 

Wihdat 

Kufrsoum 

Jazireh 

Baqaa 

Mil 

Sahab 

m 

Russeifa 


13 23 

10 23 


Toyota to take extra year 
off rally championship 


TOKYO (AFP) — The dis- 
graced Toyota team, which 
has been banned from the 
World Rally, championship 
for one year, is to extend its 
exile for an additional 12 
months. 

Toyota managing director 
Shinidchi Kato described the 
illegal methods the team was 
found to use as "inexcus- 
able.” But he said the 
Japanese firm will still look 
for racing success by sup- 
plying engines to two" teams 
in the U.S. IndyCar series 
next year. 

"After a year of the world 
rally championship, we will 
have to do various kinds of 
test -in 1997 to shape 
ourselves up for 1998. Two 
years may rather be a short 
period of time,” he said. 

Last month, the Interna- 
tional Automobile Federa- 
tion suspended Toyota Team 
Europe for one year after its 
world champion French driv- 
er Didier Aurioi was disqual- 
ified from the Catalunya Ral- 


ly on October 22-25. 

.Scrutineers discovered his 
Toyota Celica's turbo air- 
intake was illegal. 

The works team and its 
three drivers, Aurioi. Fin- 
land's Juha Kankkunen and 
Germany’s Armin Schwarz, 
were stripped of ail 1995 
points, crushing their hopes 
of winning the manufacturers 
title for a third straight year. 

• Kato said Toyota had in- 
vestigated the incident over 
the past month — "in a state 
. of panic at one point” — 
■and worked out the com- 
pany's future motor sports- 
commitments. 

“We found it to be an 
inexcusable act. We feel ex- 
tremely responsible for what 
the team has done after so 
many decades in the run- 
ning, " the said. 

Kato said the team was 
also found to have used the 
illegal bypass equipment 
attached to the turbo air- 
intake at the previous rally in 
Australia 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

C 1 W4 Tn[*M Uku £-orwiCv? K* 

KEEP YOUR LINES OPEN 

Both vulnerable. Nunh deufe game wj? automata- 
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-the fact that Nor 
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SOUTH 
* J 10 8 
T A Q 10 
■: K 6 4 2 
*KQ8 

The bidding: 

NORTH EAST SCLTH WEST 
i:- Pass —NT Pass 

3NT Pass Pass Pass 

■Opening lead: Nineul * 

For a military foray to be succe^.'- 
ful. it is essential that line' of com- 
munication and supply be kept 
open. The fame applies w a bridge 
campaign. 

South was not delighted with the 
jump to two no trump without a 
true stopper m >pade.; Any other 
action, however, was going to result 
in misdescribing a perfectly bpl- 
anced 15-poinn?r North s raise to 


The auction tended to highlight 
the fact that North-South had 
length in the minors — South's fail- 
ure to hid j major at the one-level 
suggested no four-card suit. Since. 
'Aost would need a lot of help from 
partner to up and run hearts, 
the defender elected instead to lead 
the shorter major in the hope of 
finding partner's suil 

The operation was successful, but 
the patient died Since the opening 
lead marked East for rpade length 
and both mitsing honors, declarer 
made a_ good play *.> rising with 
■dummy « king East was delighted 
to capture the monarch with the 
ac 5" — after all. haven't Sharif and 
Kirsch on numerous occasions 
.-tressed that oce-- wort- mndc to 
capture kings — and the defense 
was dead. 

Had East taken ■■ome.time before 
pjnying to the first trick, the win- 
ning defense would have been easy 
to spot East should hate allowed 
the king of spades to win the first 
trick, encourapng partner by Id- 
low mg with the six. Declarer cannot 
come to nine trick? without dia- 
monds. but as soon as the suit iS 
led \tcs>l can win with the ace and 
revert to spade?, and four tricks in 
i.-.-u .-uii complete declarer’s rouL 
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Around the world at 
the same 
time.... presents 

Goldeneye 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:05, 8:30, 10:30 


PLAZA 


Presents. .Walt Disney's' 

The 

Santa* Clause 

Shows: '12:30, 3:30, 5, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

Sylvester Stallone..in 

ASSASSIN5 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6. 8:15, 10:30 
CONCORD "2” 
Jacque Nicklson 
& Michel Feifer....in 

WOLF 

— iShnws: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 -618275 


MUSA HUAZ1N 
* Sumaa\ 
in 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeb - 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre] 

TEL: 625155 

Shows begin on Dec. 19. 1995 and ■ 

Tuesdays - Wednesdays 
^d Thursdays /three days a week! 
only. The programme continues 
until the start of the holy month or 
Ramadan. The Show is entitled: 

“Ahlan Tatbie” 
Welcome Normalisation 
For reserv ation call 625155 * 
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Edberg says he will retire next year 


su** ■ 

*** 


k 


Athletes (left to right) Andre Agassi, Joe Montana, Ken 
Griffey Jr., Monica Seles, Shaquille O'Neal and Wayne 
Gretzky pose for photographers at the official opening of the 


All Star Cafe In New York. Ail are partners in the Times 
Square establishment, which is described as an “upscale 
sports-themed restaurant’* (Reuters photo) 




Jordan, Pippen secure Bulls’ 10th win in a row 


l BOSTON (R) — The young 
Celtics sprinted to an 11- 
point lead by halftime before 
’ b Michael Jordan and Scottie 
>*> Pippen took control and 
’ reeled them in Monday as the 

* Chicago Bulls beat Boston 
I: 123-114 for their 10th win in a 
4 row. 

8 Jordan and Pippen scored 

* 37 points each and Pippen 
> mixed in 12 assists and nine 
3 rebounds to help Chicago 
u boost the team’s best-ever 
3 season start to 20-2. 

i “I think in the first half 
r they got it into an up-tempo 
— . game." Jordan said. “They 
— - wanted to run quite a bit and 
; ,a.-. r they have some young legs. 

1 “In the second half we 
; controlled the game and 
!p made them play in the half- 
: court." 

' -- The Bulls hit their first 10 

• field goals of the fourth quar- 
v ter and opened up a 114-98 

_ lead with 4:55 remaining. 

- Jordan and Pippen each 
.- scored eight points in the 21-7 

surge. 

Boston, which had a three- 
. . game winning streak halted, 

- were led by Dino Radja with 
_ 23 points. Dana Barros and 

- Todd Day added 21 points 
apiece. 

. “This game tonight was a 
• _ big buildup for U.S.," Celtics 

• coach M. L. CarT-said. “It 

- was a great barometer for the 
1 team at this point. I’m very 

pleased with the effort. Un- 
fortunately we couldn't put 
■ the game away.” 

Jordan missed part to the 
.! third quarter due to lower 


back spasms and was treated 
for 40 minutes after the 
game. 

“My back is kind of 
bothering me now and it's a 
day-to-day process." said 
Jordan, who hurt his back 
going for a steal. “I didn’t 
really want to sit down be- 
cause when you sit. it stiffens. 
I’ll play tomorrow. I'll be 
limited, but I’ll play.” 

In Sacramento, the Kings 
held the Vancouver Grizzlies 
without a field goal for an 
eight-minute span of the 
second half of the way to a 
92-85 victory. 

Sacramento (15-7) 
bounced back from their 
worst home loss — 133-93 
last Tuesday to the Rockets 
— since moving to the arco 
arena. 

Brian Grant scored 22 
points to lead the Kings, who 
moved into a tie with Seattle 
atop the Pacific Division. 

Bryant Reeves scored 23 
points for Vancouver, who 
have lost 21 of their last 22 
games since starting the sea- 
son with two victories. 

In New Jersey, Jeff Hor- 
nacek and Howard Eisley 
combined for 11 points in a 
derisive 15-2 second-half run 
as the Utah Jazz continued 
their solid road play with a 
110-103 victory over the New 
Jersey Nets. 

Hornacek and Karl 
Malone scored 24 points 
apiece for the Jazz, who im- 
proved to 8-4 on the road. 

‘■I thought down the 
stretch we executed well 
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Airline Ticket to 
London & Back 
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and much more.. 
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and concentrated on what we 
needed to do to get the win." 
said Malone, who also pulled 
down 15 rebounds. 

Kenny Anderson scored 21 
points and Kevin Edwards 
added 16 for the Nets, who 
have lost two straight home 
games after a 7-0 start at the 
- Meadowlands. 
TimberwoIves fire coach 
Blair 

The Minnesota Timber- 
wolves fired head coach Bill 
Blair on Monday and desig- 
nated general manager Flip 
Saunders to coach the 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion team. 

The TimberwoIves are in 
sixth place in the Midwest 
Division with a 6-14 record, 
9‘.£ games behind first-place 
Houston. They lead only ex- 


pansion Vancouver in the 
seven-team division. 

“We realise everything is 
not Bill’s fault, but the team 
has not been playing up to 
the level they are capable of 
playing,” said Kevin 
McHale. Minnesota's vice 
president of basketball op- 
erations. 

Blair was in his second 
season as coach of the T- 
Wolves after serving eight 
years as an NBA assistant 
coach. 

Minnesota finished in last 
place in the Midwest Division 
with a 21-16 record last sea- 
son. 

The 40-year-old Saunders 
joined "the T-Wolves as 
general manager in May after 
spending seven years as a 
coach in the Continental Bas- 
ketball Association. 


STOCKHOLM (R) — For- 
mer world number one Ste- 
fan Edberg said on Monday 
he would retire from profes- 
sional tennis next year and 
take up coaching. 

“I thought it was best to 
announce my derision now. 
Everyone keeps asking when 
I*m quitting. It will be in a 
year’s time, whether I'm 
ranked second or 100 in the 
world,’ Edberg told reporters 
in a telephone news confer-, 
ence. 

Edberg, 29, said he would 
quit after the Stockholm 
Open in his native Sweden 
next November. 

In a professional career 
dating back to 1983, Edberg 
has won six Grand Slam sing- 
les titles — two each at 
Wimbledon, the Australian 
Open and the U.S. Open. 

His best result at the 
French Open was runner-up 
,in 1989 and Edberg said he 
had not relinquished his 
dream of victory at Roland 
Garros. 

“Obviously, winning in 
Paris is what I desire most of 
all. it's the one title I don't 
have and the tournament that 
has proved the most difficult 
for me to win,” he said. 

From 1985 to 1994 Edberg 
finished every year in the top 
10 world rankings, including 
two years as world number 
one in 1990 and 1991. He has 
amassed more than S19 mil- 
lion in prize money. 



Stef ait Edberg 

In 19S7 he won the Austra- 
lian and U.S. Open doubles 
titles with fellow Swede 
Anders Jarryd and he be- 
came a member of Sweden's 
successful Davis Cup squad 
in 1985. 

Edberg won the Olympic 
tennis gold medal in 1984, 
when the sport was an exhibi- 
tion event, and the bronze 
medal in singles and doubles 
in Seoul four years later when 
it became a full Olympic 
event. 

But this year Edberg has 


slipped out of the top 20 in 
the world and he admitted on 
Monday that he had prob- 
lems motivating himself. 

“You look at things dif- 
ferently when you're a 
father,” said Edberg whose 
daughter Emilie was born in 
1993. "It’s not as important 
to go out on the court any 
more." 

Edberg said it had become 
harder to find the form that 
once took him to the top. 
"When you start to lose 
matches you shouldn't lose. 


then it’s rime to think the 
situation over." he said. 

The modest, quiet Swede, 
talking from his farm in 
southern Sweden where he is 
spending Christmas with his 
wife and daughter, said he 
would concentrate on a 
coaching career once he had 
given up playing profes- 
sionally. 

He said he would plough 
more than $300,000 of his 
winnings back into the game 
in the form of a trust fund for 
young Swedish players. 


NBA RESULTS 


Chicago 

123 

Boston 

114 

Utah 

110 

New Jersey 

103 

Sacramento 

92 

Vancouver 

85 


England , Scotland mull Euro clash security 


LONDON (AFP) — England and Scotland will make 
detailed security arrangements before their June 15 Euro- 
pean Championship date at Wembley to prevent crowd 
trouble as the fixture returns after seven years. 

The rivals, who took part in the first ever international 
fixture 123 years ago. were both drawn in Group A 
alongside favourites Holland and Switzerland in Birming- 
ham on Saturday, prompting fears that violence could mar 
the tournament. 

The former annual clash was abandoned following 
England's win in Glasgow in 1989 after repeated bouts of 
hooliganism. The worst incidents included a riot by Scottish 
fans who invaded the pitch at Wembley to dig up the turf 
and break wooden crossbars. 

The demise of the traditional season-ender spelled the 
end of the old home internationals tournament, which lost 
its main attraction. 

But tournament director Glen Kirton welcomed the 
revival of the fixture and said he was confident it would not 
raise any security problems. 

He told reporters that the championship “is a major 
sporting event with every match presenting a prospective 
security challenge, but Scotland no more so than any other. 

"Football really has come home with the first interna- 
tional fixture repeating itself. It was time England started 


playing Scotland again anyway.” 

Scottish Football Association Chief Executive Jim Furry 
said he was sure the tartan army would not spoil their 
reputation for good behaviour. 

Scotland manager Craig Brown went as far as to say that 
“I can virtually guarantee there will be no trouble from 
Scottish fans. "If our fans behave the way they normally 
behave there should be no problems. We won an award in 
Sweden in 1992 for having the best behaved supporters. 

Fairy explained he and his officials were already 
planning security meetings regarding the match and that 
they would also be requesting an increase in the 7.000- 
ticket allocation granted to each of the 15 visiting teams. 

“I think we will get more tickets but I don't know how 
many,” he said. "The initial guarantee was 7.000 per 
nation. Had we drawn the Czech Republic or Bulgaria, we 
might have had twice as many. "That is not the case now. 
The Dutch will want a large number and so witl the Swiss — 
so everyone will be looking for tickets.” SFA security- 
adviser Willie MacDougall confirmed the association 
would be sitting down to discuss the issue with their English 
counterparts the FA and UEFA. 

“We’ve been in close contact with the FA and now there 
will be a regular dialogue with them and UEFA,” said 
Fany. 


fasMnkmim yon a Merry Christmas 
with a different kind of card... 

A card you'll want to use. 


Fastlink makes gift giving easy by offering 
beautifully designed Gift Certificates. 

Purchase a Gift Certificate for service connection 
or payment of a monthly subscription. 

Gift Certificates are available now and all year 
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Peres could call early 
election - party official 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres' Labour Party, facing a 
threatened revolt over the 
prospect of a withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights, 
could call an early general 
election, according to a party 
official. 

Nissim Zvili. the party's 
general secretary, warned 
Monday of the possibility of 
holding elections, scheduled 
tor October, as soon as May 
because of the ruling coali- 
tion's slender parliamentary 
majority. 

The right-wing opposition 
is expected to table two no 
canfidence motions next 
week in an attempt to thwart 
*ny government agreement 
to withdraw from the 
strategic Golan Plateau in re- 
turn for peace with Syria. 

Political analysts have pre- 
dicted that the government 
would win by only one vote in 
the 120 seat Knesset, or par- 
liament. after the defection 
of two Labour deputies who 
have announced their opposi- 
tion to any Golan pullout. 

“We would have at least 61 
votes. This government 
would thus continue to run 
the country," Mr. Zvili. told 
state radio. “But 1 wouldn't 
want to continue for six 
months with the same ten- 
sion, always living from day 
to day." 

Analysts said Mr. Zvili 
wanted to warn off Labour 
rebels from trying to intro- 
duce legislation requiring a 
larger than usual majority to 
approve a withdrawal. 

“If we were forced to, we 
would have no problem 
bringing forward the elec- 
tions to June or even May." 



Shimon Peres 


he said. “We want to con- 
tinue until October 1996 but 
if that becomes impossible, 
we will have no problem 
bringing forward the elec- 
tion.” 

The two Labour dissidents, 
Avigdor Kahalani and 
Emmanuel Zissman, have 
said they intend to form their 
own party at the next elec- 
tion, but their plans could be 
damaged by an early poll. 

Israel and Syria are to re- 
sume their stalled peace 
negotiations near Washing- 
ton on Dec. 27. Syria has 
demanded that Israeli pull 
out of the Golan. 

When Mr. Peres became 
prime minister after the Nov. 
4 assassination of Yitzhak 
Rabin, he indicated he would 


not call a general election 
ahead of the scheduled date 

of Oct. 29. 

A Likud party leader said 
meanwhile a future right- 
wing government would not 
honour any pledge by today's 
officials to withdraw from the 
Golan Heights unless it was 
first approved in a referen- 
dum. 

“I believe that it will not be 
implemented ... we in the 
Likud would not be bound by 
the agreement, and Syria's 
President Hafez Assad would 
do well to realise this today,” 
warned Mosbe Katzav, bead' 
of Likud's Knesset faction. ■ 

But he suggested if Mr. 
Peres held a referendum on 
the issue and won, any future 
Likud government would be 
bound by it. 

Noting the slain Mr. Rabin 
bad pledged during his suc- 
cessful 1992 election cam- 
paign to hold onto the Golan, 
Mr. Katzav argued his suc- 
cessor therefore lacked the 
right to pursue such a land- 
fbr-peace deal. 

“This government prom- 
ised the nation, on the eve of 
the last election, that it would 
not withdraw from the 
Heights ... if it were honest, 
it would go back to the nation, 
today and ask for a mandate 
before negotiating such an 
agreement,” he said. 

Mr. Katzav said sources of 
much of Israel's water sup- 
plies on the Golan could be 
endangered if radical ele- 
ments opposed to the peace 
process entered die area after 
the Israeli withdrawal. “Even 
without the approval of the 
Syrian government, they 
could contaminate the sea of 
Galilee," he said. 


Security dispute 
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BETHLEHEM, occupied' 
West Bank (Agencies) — A 
row over security in the birth- 
place of Jesus forced can- 
cellation of an Israeli cabinet 
minister’s visit on Tuesday, 
two days before the city's 
handover to Palestinian rule, 
officials on both sides said. 

Under a peace deal with 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), Israeli 
troops are due to withdraw 
just before Palestinian 
Christians celebrate their first 
Christmas under self-rule. 
PLO head Yasser Arafat is 
expected to attend Christmas 
eve mass in the city. 

Bethlehem city officials 
said Mayor Elias Freij was 
angered when Israeli security 
guards preparing for the visit 
of Israeli Tourism Minister 
Uzi Baram ordered all Arab 
employees to leave the muni- 
cipal building. . . 

“(The meeting was post- 
poned) because the be- 
haviour of the security people 
was unjustified and was 
humiliating,'' said Mr. Freij, 
who is also in charge of tour- 
ism in the Palestinian Nation-, 
al Authority (PNA). 

Mr. Baram said he hoped 
the visit would be resche- 
duled after Christmas. “I was 
sorry the visit was cancelled. 
I hope to bold it immediately 
after Christinas because it 
must be understood we work 
together,” he told Israel 
Radio. 

Palestinians said Israeli 
security men put up a metal 
detector at the entrance to 
the Bethlehem municipality 
and ordered all employees 
out ahead of Mr. Baram's 


visit. 

Mr. Baram confirmed that 
the Israeli security services 
asked for very harsh mea-* 
sores, including for workers 
of the municipality. 

“Freij asked either to can- 
cel the security arrangements 
or the visit," Mr. Baram said. 
Mr. Baram said since he had 
no control over the security 
arrangements, he cancelled 
the visit. 

Mr. Freij said top Israeli 
ministers, including the late 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, had visited the muni- 
cipality in the past and secur- 
ity measures were not as 
tight. 

“Israeli ministers have 
been here without problems. 
But today, they asked for my 
Chilian employees to go out 
into the cold and wait." he 
said. 

Mr. Freij denied the row 
would sour relations on the 
eve of the Israeli redeploy- 
ment, saying: “Relations will 
remain cordial.” 
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Settler attacked 


The front-page of leading Israeli newspaper Yediot 
Aharonot on Tuesday shows a picture taken from 
an amateur video of the killing of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on Nov 4 (AFP photo) 


A Palestinian struck a 15- 
year-old Jewish settler girl in 
the bead with an axe handle 
Tuesday in Hebron. In re- 
taliation, settlers overturned 
vegetable cam in the Palesti- 
nian market and threw eggs 
at a police van. 

The girl was lightly hurt. 
The army damped a curfew 
on the tense dty, and six 
settlers were detained by 
police. 

Hebron is the last West 
Bank town from which Israeli 
troops are to pull out as part 


of the Israel-PLO autonomy 
agreement. Even after Israeli 
noops leave most of the city 
of 120,000 Palestinians by the 
end of March, some will re- 
main behind to protect 450 
Jewish settlers who live in six 
enclaves in Hebron. 

Tuesday’s confrontations 
began when a Palestinian 
struck a 15-year-old Jewish 
girl on the head with an axe 
handle in downtown Hebron. 
The assailant fled into one of 
the alleys of the market, and 
border police detained sever- 
al Arabs for questioning. 


In retaliation, two dozen 
Jewish settlers overturned 
carts in the vegetable market 
and smashed the windows of 
an Arab-owned car. The set- 
tlers then turned on four 
Palestinian reporters cover- 
ing the rampage, kicking 
them in the legs. Among 
those attacked were a repor- 
ter for the Assodated Press 
and an APTV cameraman. 

When Israeli police arrived 
at the market, settlers threw 
eggs at the police van. Police 
said six settlers were de- 
tained. 


TRAVELLING ABROAD? 
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Kabul under attack 


from two directions 


KABUL (R) — Afghan re- 
bels fought government 
troops overnight on front- 
lines to the north and south 
of the capital Kabul, a De- 
fence Ministry source said, 
and military analysts said a 
new opposition alliance could 
be emerging. 

Forces commanded by 
northern warlord General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum' 
attacked government posi- 
tions in the strategic Salang 
Pass in the north, while those 
of Taliban militia fought 
south of the besieged capital, 
the source said. 

Gen. Dostum’s forces 
attacked late on Monday but 
failed to gain any ground, 
said the source, who asked 
not to be identified.” We 
know they were aiming to 
capture the Salang tunnel.” 
he said. 

"We were in a strong de- 
fensive position and we were 
able to hold our ground and 
inflict heavy casual ities on 
Dostum’s side.” 

Trailers moving through' 
the region confirmed that 
fighting had begun in the area 
for the first time in almost 
two months. But they could 
give no details of the out- 
come. 

The report of the attack 
came two days after govern- 
ment sources said Gen. Dos- 
tum's forces had been mas- 
sing at the strategic northern 
town of Khenjan. 


On Tuesday morning gov- 
ernment forces launched a 
preemptive strike on the 
opposition Taliban militia 
dug into the Rishkor and 
Khairabad hills overlooking 
Kabul's southern fringes, the 
Defence Ministry source 
said. 

“We had intelligence re- 
ports that said the Talibans 
'were preparing for a major 
offensive on Kabul so we 
derided to attack them first." 
the source said. 

Heavy artillery and rocket 
fire could be heard across the 
city after 5.30 a.m. (0100 
GMT) in a battle that con- 
tinued until noon. The gov- 
ernment's tanks, dug into pits 
at the strategic Darulaman 
Palace, fired salvo after salvo 
across the southern suburbs 
at Taliban positions. 

“We’ve attacked them 
hard, but so far we've only- 
managed to capture a few 
Taliban posts in Khsirabad 
hills," tank commander 
Abdulla Khan said. Seconds 
later two Taliban rockets 
crashed into the palace 
grounds, sending Khan's men 
sprinting for cover. 

In the Khairabad hills, 
puffs of black smoke from 
exploding rocket-propelled 
grenades marked the battle- 
field as the two sides ex- 
changed heavy machinegun 
and artillery fire. Neither side 
appeared to have made any 
significant advance. 


France counts cost 


of strikes in billions 


PARIS (AFP) — France be- 
gan counting the costs of its 
three-week strike on Tues- 
day. with employees saying 
French firms will have lost 
some 20 billion francs ($4 
billion) in a severe brake on 
the economy. 

While government figures 
put the overall cost at be- 
tween 5.8 and 7.8 billion 
francs ($1.16 to $1.56 bil- 
lion). the SNCF state-owned 
rail company meanwhile was 
reported to have lost an esti- 
mated 2.5 billion francs ($500 
million). 

The employers’ federation 
the CNPF said the strike, 
France's worst social crisis for 
nearly 30 years, would put a 
brake on the economy well 
into next year. 

“We are" entering 1996 at a 
very slow speed.” said CNPF 
Vice-President Denis Kes- 
sler, adding that the first half 
of the year would be a period 
of “stagnation.” 
“Consumption is dull, de- 
ductions are weighing down 
on people, people are putting 
off investment and exports 
are flattening off . . . We - won ’r 
see a recovery until the mid- 
dle of 1996." 

He said the figure of 20 
billion francs equalled the 
loss of 100,000 jobs. 

Figures by the INSEE 


national statistics office said 
the strikes, in protest at wel- 
fare reform plans, had shaved 
between 0.3 and 0.4 of a 
percentage point from 
growth in the fourth quarter, 
which was expected to be 
practically zero. 

The INSEE figures were 
released Monday? Mr. Kes- 
sler said the fourth quarter 
was likely to show a "slight 
recession." 

The SNCF rail authority 
meanwhile expected its de- 
ficit to grow to between 14-15 
billion francs this year as a 
result of the strike, according 
to a source close to SNCF 
management. 

Additional costs may be 
incurred in coming months 
due to contracts lost to com- 
petition during the strike. 

The SNCFs 180.000 strik- 
ing workers agreed to end 
their action after Premier 
Alain Juppe made a number 
of key concessions, notably- 
freezing a five-year restruc- 
turing plan which thev feared 
would cost jobs, lines and 
pension rights. 

The plan, which was to 
have been signed this month 
but which will now be re- 
negotiated, was drawn up in a 
bid to stem the state-owned 
network’s accumulated de- 
ficit of 175 billion francs 



U.N.: Two-thirds of 
out-of-school kids 
are girls 


PARIS (R) — Far mese. 
girls than boys do not goto 
school and the problem jg 
most acute in the develop, 
ing world, a UNESCO, 
report on world education 
said. The most scrion& 
problems for girls were 
found primarily in sub- 
Saharan Africa where 
fewer than half of ghfe 
under 11 were in school, 
UNESCO said. Next in fine 
was South Asia where 
more than a third of girls 
were out of school and in 
the Arab World where a 
quarter were not enrolled, 
the United Nations organic 
sation said. There is no 
gender gap in the schools 
in developed countries, the 
report found lt The educa- 
tion system is less unfair to 
girls than the economic, 
social and cultural condi- 
tions which limit their ini- 
tial access to school,” the 
report said. “This suggests 
the real challenge for poE- 
cv makers in many poor 
countries is getting girls 
into school in the first 
place." The report by the 
U.N. Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organi- 
sation (UNESCO) also 
found that women and girls 
were vastly under-repre- 
sented in science studies. It 
found this to be the case in 
both industrialised and 
developing nations. 


N. Zealand 
murderer fails in 
appeal bid 


WELLINGTON <R) — 
Convicted New Zealand 
mass murderer David 
Bain’s appeal for a retrial 
was dismissed by the New 
Zealand Court of Appeal 
Tuesday. Mr. Bain was 
appealing his conviction 
for murdering his parents, 
two sisters and a brother at 
their home in Anderson's 
Bay, Dunedin, on June 20, 
1994. Mr. Bain continues 
to protest his innocence 
and said he would now 
appeal to the British Privy 
Council. New Zealand’s 
highest court. “Here I am, 
an innocent man sitting in 
jail for something that I 
have not done, and thee 
people are telling me that I 
am guilty. I can’t accept 
that, nobody could accept 
that.” Mr. Bain told 
Television New Zealand. 
He believed his father 
killed the other four and 
(ben shot himself. After a 
jury’s verdict in May, Mn 
Bain was sentenced to lift 
imprisonment, with at least 
16 years to be served. In 
reading the Court of 
Appeal's judgment. Justice 
Ian Thomas said the main 
question at issue in the 
appeal was whether Justice 
Maurice Williamson was in 
error in excluding certain 
evidence “which the appel- 
lant (Bain) alleges is of suf- 
ficient relevance and relia- 
bility to be admitted in evi- 
dence notwithstanding that 
it is hearsay evidence". The 
refusal to allow the evi- 
dence was the sole ground 
of appeal. 


Bard is honoured 
in Shanghai 


BEIJING (.AFP) — Shang- > 
hai admirers of Shake-’ 
speare have unveiled Chi- 
na’s first statue in honour 
of the bard, the official 
news agency Xinhua repor- 
ted. The statue depicting 
the great early nth-centu- 
ry’ English playwright was. 
inaugurated on the campus 
of the Shanghai Drama 
Institute, one of the first 
academies to introduce 
Shakespeare to Chinese 
audiences, it said. Its stag- 
ings of Shakespeare’s plays 
include Hamlet, King Lear, 
Macbeth and The Merchant 
Of Venice, the report said. 
At the institute’s behest, a 
China Shakespearean 
Society has also been set 
up “to promote internation- 
al exchanges and enrich 
China’s drama theory and 
practices,” it said. It did not 
say when the statue was 

unveiled. 
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